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No. 19. 

Dated 19 th April 1876. 

From 

J. B.. LYALL, Esquire, 

Sett. Commr., Mooltun and Derajat Divisions. 

To 

W. M. Y'OUNG, Esquire, 

Sett. Secry. to Finl. Commr., Punjab. 

1 have the honor to forward Mr. Purser’s Settlement 
Report for parganah Muktsar, ilaka Mamdot, in the 
Ferozepore district; the first volume contains the report, the 
second, maps and statistics. 

2 Muktsar was included in tho regular settlement of 

introductory. tho district made by Mr. E. L. Brand- 

reth in 1855, but was settled for ten years only, whereas the 
term sanctioned for the rest of the district was thirty. Tho 

S farganah had remained till 1852 in the charge of the raja of 
faridkot. The people had never paid revenue in money ; many 
villages wero deserted, and there was a huge amount of cul- 
turable waste ; henco it was decided to make a light assessment 
for a short term. 

A report in favor of the deposition of the Nawab of 
Mamdot had been submitted before Mr. Brandreth finished 
his settlement. Soon after the territory was put in charge 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepore, and in 185G it 
was summarily settled. 

It having been determined that tho Muktsar settlement 
should be revised and a first regular settlement made in Mam¬ 
dot, the work was entrusted in February 1868 to Mr. Saunders, 
the Settlement Officer of Lahore ; but, as that district was nearly 
finished, the charge was transferred in the following year to the 
officer in charge of the Montgomery settlement. I was appointed 
to act as Settlement Commissioner in January 1872, and 
inarched through the country soon after. Th» work was 
completed in June 1873. 
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3. I ought to havo forwarded Mr. Pursers report before 
Reason why my review 110w > my excuse is, that 1 have been oc- 

was not written sooner and cupied with other work which appeared 
is 50 bn41, to be more urgent. Final aanction of a 

formal nature is all that is required, as all matters not disposed 
of by the Orders received on the assessments reports were 
decided in the orders passed on the reports we submitted after 
the jamas had been announced, and the rent rolls made out. 

Mr. E. L Brandrcth’s settlement report of the district 
contained ah excellent description and history both of Muktsar 
and Mamdot. Mr. Purser has brought this account up to date, 
and has added much useful • information. As all that ho has 
written is as usual very Concise and accurate, thcro is liot much 
left to be said in the way of review, 

4. In Muktsar, where all cultivation depends upon rain, 
Natural features of th« coan. the average annual fall is 12i inches; 

,r ?' about two-fifths of Mamdot also 

depend solely upon rain, but the fall must be sotnewhat 
heavier than in Muktsar; cultivation in the rest of Mamdot 
is assisted by wells or by floods from the Sutlej. Muktsar 
produces little else but barley, gram, bfijra and jowdr; 
wheat is little grown, and cotton hardly at all. In Mamdot 
there is much wheat and some cotton, and to this extent th§ 
produce is superior to that of Muktsar. The natural state 
of this country must have changed for the worse since the 
junction of the Sutlej with the Bias above Harrfki. AVhen 
the former river flotved near Muktsar and the latter near 
Dipalpur the general water level must have been much higher 
than now, and the facilities for irrigation greater. Moreover, 
Mr. Purser conjectures, I think rightly, that the stream now 
called the Bein, in the Jullundur Do&b, then flowed in the old 
channel to be seen in Mamdot, which is known as the Sakhnai, 
and watered the country between the two rivers. 

5. Muktsas may be said to be a Hindu, and Mamdot a 
characterotthe popuia- Muhammadan country. In the latter 

tion - days of the Moghal empire the chiefs 

of the Sidhu Bar&rs ruled in Muktsar, and the chiefs of the 
Dogars in Mamdot. They retain as land-holders their old 
predominance, and would find the ball at their feet any day 
in case of a break-down of authority. 

• As Mr. Purser says, all the Jat tribes of Muktsar are 
a fine sturdy race; they seem to me superior in physique 
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and spirit to any Jat Sikhs I have seen, except those of the 
Manjha. I believe they furnish a good many recruits to our 
regiments. They farm quite as well as they tight, and are 
independent of the village Baniahs, keeping carriage and 
transporting their own grain to distant markets, In seasons 
of drought they send their cattle into the Bikaner jungles 
and themselves emigrate north-wards, living by working as 
tenants or labourers till thero is rain in Muktsar. 

6. The progress made both in Muktsar and Mamdofc 
Progress since last settle- after last settlement, which coincides, or 

we,lt - nearly so, with their first coming under 

British administration, is very striking. In para. 37 of chap¬ 
ter I, Mr. Purser shows that in Muktsar cultivation had 
increased by 81 per cent., ploughs by 257 per cent., cattle by 
327 per cent., and population by 5G per cent, For Mamdot 
the statistics of the last settlement available for comparison 
were very meagre,; hut in para. 87 of chapter II, Mr. Purser 
says that it appeared that cultivation had increased by 139 
per cent., and that it was notorious that in other respects much 
improvement had taken place, 

7. As the former assessment of Muktsar was avowedly 
Assessment of Muktsar. a light one, and as the stato of the 

.country had so greatly improved, a large increase was inevitable. 
But it was also, evident at a glance that the rates of assess¬ 
ment per acre of cultivation must be low. 

Land is abundant and the proprietors consequently get 
on an average hardly more than one-fifth of the net produce (by 
net is meant the gross produce less one-tenth which goes in fees 
to village servants). The price at which the staple crops 
sell in tlio villages is very low—see the statement in chapter 
I, para. 33. The number of bad years, and years of total 
failure in a cycle, is very considerable—see the statement para, 
42. 

Almost the whole cultivation is by rain-fall; Mr. Purser's 
b&rani rates varied from 5 annas G pies to 7 annas per acre of 
cultivation. His final assessment was Its. 98,330, about 
one half per cent, below the rates jama. If liberal suspen¬ 
sions are granted in bad years, as Mr. Purser recommends, I 
agree in thinking that this demand will be easily paid ; but a 
long omitinued drought, or a bad cycle of years in respect to. 
rain-fall, might of course upset all our calculations aixl mflko 
remissions necessary. For instance, if three successive 
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harvests failed totally (that is, would give the proprietors, 
after deducting cost of repairs, a return only equal to the seed 
corn or less), or if out of five harvests only two had yielded 
a fair crop, and another bad season occurred, then I think it 
would be time to remit instead of suspending. I venture i\o 
make this suggestion because I think it should be recognized 
that this is a tract requiring more revenue management than 
most, and in one way such management would be easier than 
elsewhere, for every thing depends upon the rain-fall, and 
when a real failure of crops occurs it is almost always 
general and indisputable. 


Assessment of Mamdot. 


8. In Mamdot Mr. Purser’s returns showed, as I have 
alrealy said, that the cultivated area 
was 189 per cent, greator than that asses¬ 
sed at the last settlement. This was a much larger increase 
than in Muktsar, but the enhancement of revenue to be expected 
had been in part forestalled. For though most of this new 
cultivation w r as in the old villages, a part pertained to new 
villages located after settlement in the waste, and to new 
villages brought over or thrown up by the river. All such 
new villages had of course been, assessed after settlement. 
Moreover, under the peculiar system of annual assessment of 
alluvion in force (see para. 104), most of the now cultivation 
in the old villages of the Hetar chak had boen assessed as it 
occurred. In these ways the revenue had increased 35 
per cent, since settlement of the as yet unassessed new cultiva¬ 
tion ; a large proportion (not much less than half) was found to 
consist of bdrani land in the Rohi chak, which can only bear a 
very light rate. 


In spite therefore of the enormous increase of cultivation, 
there was no reason to expect a very large increase in the exist¬ 
ing assessment. Mr. Pursor thought the revenue rates of former 
settlement fair, and his new revenue rates, though altered in 
form (compare paras. 8G and 90) were pitched so as to educe 
the same results. At these rates tho demand, after allow¬ 
ing for land washed away after measurement, came out at 
Rs. 63,207. 


In actual assessment Mr. Purser fixed the initial demand at 
Es. 63,993, and the Kamil, or final demand, at Its. 67,440. He 
assessed in fact a little above rates in the case of villages 
which derive considerable profits from their waste lands, or 
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which have large capabilities for the extension of cultivation; 
the sums imposed on the latter account make up most of the 
difference between the initial and final demands. 

I said in forwarding the assessment and announcement 
reports that I think the demand is fair, and with ordinary 
management will be paid without difficulty; of the two assess¬ 
ments I am inclined to think that of Muktsar the heaviest; 
if this, is found to press the most, it will probably be because 
the people of Maindot are as m&lguz&rs generally much inferior 
to those of Muktsar. 

9. In para. 104 Mr. Purser describes the systom of 
Annual saiiaba sascsa- annual revision of assessment of sail&ba 
ment - lands which has been in force in Mamdot, 

and hopes that with some modifications it may be conti¬ 
nued. Whether it has been continued in any form I do not 
know. Under the systom in force in Montgomery, by which 
no notice is taken of failure or increase of sailab, many villages 
op tho opposite bank to Mamdot had been ruined. I was 
much impressed by what I saw there, and towai'ds the 
end of the Montgomery settlement wo reported in favor of 
adopting for that district a modified form of the system 
which had been in force in Mamdot; but the scheme wa3 
.opposed by the Deputy Commissioner and his subordinates, to 
whom it was referred for opinion, and was allowed to fall to the 
ground. Last year in a separate report I asked, leave to try 
a similar system in the districts now under settlement in this 
part of the Punjab, but I have not yet got a reply. I do not 
however think that annual revision of sailaba assessment is 
everywhere advisable even in this southern part of the 
Punjab. 

10. The procedure followed in preparing the record of 
Preparation of tho record rights is very clearly described in the 

of rights. first five paragraphs of chapter III. On 

taking charge of my office I was told to try and simplify the 
procedure ; this was the first district I visited, and the alter¬ 
ations mentioned as made towards the close of settlement 
were the result. 

11. When I visited the district I found all the occu- 
Tbe Muktsar ana Mam- P ant3 of. the Muktsar arid Mamdot 

dotchaka. chaks in a ferment of alarm and dis¬ 

content. Some of the Muktsar men had been told that they 
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were lessees for the term of settlement, and that the 
chaks would now revert to the original proprietors; and in the 
case of the Mamdot chaks the parties had been referred to the 
courts, and it had been assumed that an occupant, who failed 
to prove a proprietary title adverse to the Nawiib would re¬ 
main a mere tenant at will. Mr. Purser was not responsible for 
these views ; no doubt ought ever to have been admitted in 
respect to the proprietary title of the lessees of the Muktsar 
chaks. The case of the Mamdot chaks had been -compli¬ 
cated by mistakes and misunderstandings which occurred long 
before settlement began. The arrangement finally made was, 
I think, felt to be fair by all parties. 

12. The settlement lasted 4 years and 10 months. 

Considering that all work was stopped 
EettkmenS^ucos". 0,8 for an interval of six months, and that’ 

attestation was delayed as explained, I 
think it was completed with very creditable speed. 

The cost to Government, inclusive of share of pay of the 
Settlement Officer and his ofSce ( all of which has been debited 
in account to the Lahore and Montgomery settlements), has 
been more than recouped by the increase of demand for the 
first two years of .the currency of the new settlement. 

13. Messrs. Saunders and Roe had charge of the settle- 

Notice Of officers. meat from February 18G8 to August 

1870. In that time the measurements 
were effected. From what I saw of them subsequently 1 think 
they were well done. Mr. Purser took charge when attestation 
was commencing, and very soon acquired a full knowledge of 
the district and of settlement work. 

When I inspected the attestation papers I thought that 
too much had been attempted in them. An endeavour had been 
made to provide in the attestation of each holding for every 
possible contingency, and to make the provision binding by 
working it as an agreement. I do no; think there is any fear 
of the courts treating these entries as agreements or putting 
more weight upon them than they deserve, and if so, then no 
harm can result. Mr. Purser was not responsible for this fea¬ 
ture of the work, and agreed in my opinion with regard to it, 

I think Mr. Purser deserves high praise for the whole 
conduct of the work, and in particular for the assessments, and 
for this excellent final report. 
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From 


To 


No. 1001S. 

Dated Lahore, 2nd October 1876. 

W. M. YOUNG, Esquire, 

Sett. Secy, to Financial Commr., Punjab • 

LEPEL GRIFFIN, Esquire, 

OJfg. Secretary to Government, Punjab. 


I am desired to submit, for the orders of Government, 
Mr. Pui •ser’s final report on the settlement of the Muktsar 
talisil and the Mamdot ilfika of the Ferozepore district, 
together with the forwarding letter of the Settlement Commis¬ 
sioner, Mooltan and Deraj&t divisions, No. 19, dated 19th 
April 1876, and to convey the following remarks 

2. The report was submitted by Mr. Purser in January 
„ , . ... 1875. Mr. Lyall explains in paragraph 

3 or his letter the delay which has occur¬ 
red in its being laid before the Financial Commissioner. Mr. 
Eger ton is aware that Mr. Lyall has had to review a great deal 
of work during the past year, which more urgently required 
disposal than a final report, tho sanction to which is of necessity 
to a great extent formal in its nature, and he thinks that 
this reason will be accepted. 


3. The Financial Commissioner will only remark on 
tuc assessments. those portions of the report which appear 

to x'oquire special notice or orders. The assessments of the 
tract under report have been fully discussed and provisionally 
sanctioned in the orders conveyed in your No, 1361, dated 
14th August 1874. Mr. Purser’s assessment reports were, 
under orders therein conveyed, separately printed and circula¬ 
ted to Settlement Officers, as affording a good model for such 
reports. The only point in this part of the subject which re¬ 
quires notice is the necessity for careful attention being paid 
in bad years to the rohi tract in the Muktsar tahsil, and the 
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Muhammadan villages to the west of the town of Muktsar, 
‘Settlement. officer’s report, with a view to suspensions being libernl- 
i.ar.i-rapii 4<>. ]y granted whore required. 4 ' The prin¬ 

ciple adopted by Mr. Purser for assessing progressively 
villages in which the cultillable waste was very large is, in the 

tSettlement. Officer 1 * report, Financial Commissioner’s opinion, very 
paragraph 47 . -moderate. Up to 500 acres of such 

waste no progressive jama was ordinarily fixed ; where there 
was more, G annas per acre on one-half of the excess was 
fixed, t 


4. Mr. Purser states| that atrdfi, a tax on artizans, and 
t Paragraph r> 7 . dharat, a tax on sales, are levied in some 

Atr»fi ami dhurat, villages in Muktsar ; and that tiro former 

has been considered in assessing. The last orders of Govern¬ 
ment on the subject of the atrdfi cess were conveyed in your 
No. 9(>9, dated 12th June 1874. Where the tax should have 
been recorded at settlement its continuance was not consid¬ 
ered objectionable. As regards dharat it has been ruled in 
your No. 722, dated 7th June last, that when an agreement 
regarding it has been entered in the village administration 
paper, and the fee is taken as the remuneration for weighment, 
it, should not bo interfered with. The dharat levied in Mukt¬ 
sar is called by Mr. Purser “ a tax on sales,” and the Financial 
Commissioner is making further enquiries regarding its nature, 

the result of which will be 


Settlement Officer’s He 
port, paragraph 103. tou hercaffcOT. 

to Mamdot. 


commumca- 
The same remarks apply 


5. Mr. Purser ventures a suggestion that tho regularly 
The" Sukbnai.” formed channel called tho Sukhnai, 

which traverses the northern portion of 
the district and the ildka of Mamdot, may have connected the 
Beiu of the Jullutidur Dodb and the Sohdg of the Bdri Dodb. 
Whether this be so or no, the channel has been largely utiliz¬ 
ed by Captain Grey in the canal schemes which have re¬ 
cently proved so successful, and many miles of excavation saved 
by its being converted into an irrigation channel. 

G. The Financial Commissioner is not sure whether the 

Assessment of aaUAba remarks made by the Settlement Officer 
lands. at the close of paragaph 104 ot his report 

relating to assessment of Scailaba lands, relate to the Mont¬ 
gomery district entirely, or in part also to the Mamdot ilaka. 
If to the former, tho subject is ouo which will be noticed 
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•when th© Montgomery report is received. I f to the latter, 
the Financial Commissioner does not quit® follow the argu* 
in ant. Ho gathors, however, that the system in force in 
Mam dot is to the Settlement Officer’s satisfaction. 


7. The scale of area measurement adopted by the Settle- 
Tho standard g wos. ment Officer* appears to be somewhat 

Paragraph 106, different from that adopted by Mr. h,. 

hi. Brandreth at the former settlement. In paragraph 184 of 
his report the karu is said to he 5 feet, 1 inch long. A 
square of 3 karus was taken to represent 1 maria ; 20 marlas 
= 1 kan&l, and 8 kan&ls = 1 ghumtio. Mr. Purser’s karu 
is 5 foot, the other proportions remaining the same. The 
difference whon worked out is as follows :— 


Mr. Brandroth, Mr, Purser. 

1 Faru=a 5 foot 1 inch, 6 foot. 

1 Marla=3 karus square— 232square feet. 225 square feet. 

1 Kaiv41=:20 mat'las= 4,051 \ ditto, 4,500 ditto. 

1 Ohumao=8 kan(Us= 87,210 ditto. 80,000 ditto. 

R 2j£Si““ = Hw »* 

The difference per cent, in the area of tho glium&o as 
adopted by Mr. Purser is 3,361 or about 4 per cent. ; and the 
difference in area about ^ in excess according to Mr. Purser’s 
measurements. 


8 . In paragraph 109 of his report the Settlement 
The Mumdot chafes. Officer alludes to an onquiry made in 
regard to the status of tenants in Mam- 


dot who had been recorded as hereditary tonants at last settle¬ 
ment, but entered as tonants-at-will in consequence of some 
misconception of the provisions of the Tenancy Act. It does 
not appear that this onquiry has formed the subject of report 
to Government. The misapprehension was corrected by the 
Settlement. Commissioner; and in 1G3 out of 232 cases tho 
entries of the provious settlement Avere restored. Furthei 
enquiry will be made regarding the remaining cases, and the 
result reported if necessary. The' Financial Commissioner 
cannot accept the view enunciatod by the Settlement Officer 
in the closing sentence of this paragraph, viz., that “ it should 
be understood that in all cases whero th& new records do not 


agree with the former settlement record, or with thq last 
annual papers, prepared before the present settlement begtm, 
and. there is no proceeding expressly explaining the discre- 


C 
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panoy, the new records have been incorrectly prepared, and 
in respect of the discrepancy, are not entitled to any weight.” 


Mr. Purser apparently desires that the sanction of Govern¬ 
ment to the settlement record should he given with a reserv¬ 
ation in these cases; but the condition involving a comparison 
between the present settlement record and that of the previous 
settlement, as well as the patwdris’ annual papers, prepared 
before the present settlement began, is of too vague a nature 
to bo asserted in the Government orders on this report. The 
Government sanction will give presumption of truth to the 
record, which may be rebutted, if, the circumstances exist, to 
which Mr. Purser alludes. Thej Financial Commissioner 
cannot recommend the invalidation of all entries relating to 
tenants’ status, by an order denyirg the presumptive force of 
the existing record, under hypothetical conditions, and he 
thinks that sanction to the settlement effected by Mr. Purser 
should bo accorded without any such reservation. 

9. The modo in which tonures of blocks of waste lands 
Tiio Mqktsar<m<i Manuiut originally given on lease were treated 

chaka. by Mr, Purser is described in paragraphs 

110 and 111 of his report. The treatment in the case of 
the Muktsar chaks appears to have been in accordance with 
the intention of Government. The case of theMamdot chaks, is 
which aorao complications had arisen owing to the intermediate 
position of Government ns proprietor of the il&ka during tho 
confiscation of tho Nawab’s territory, was fully reported to 
Government and orders passed in your No. 981, dated 13th 
July 1872. Mr. Lyall in his review (paragraph 11) states that 
he thinks the arrangements finally made are felt to he fair by 
all parties. 

10. The services of Nisifr Ali, Extra Assistant Settlo- 

Votico of officers inont Officer, and of Alimullah, Super- 

intended of Settlement, deserve com¬ 
mendation. A vernacular report of the district has been 
prepared by tho former officer, which has been printed for 
the uso of those who are unaeqainted with English. 


11 . 


Conclusion. 


Mr. Purser’s assessments have already received tho 
commendation of Government. Tho 
Financial Commissioner endorses Mr. 


Lyall’s remarks in regard to the manner in which, he has 
brought to a conclusion tho operations of the settlement which 



XI 


WAS conducted in its earlier stages by Mr. L. S. Saunders 
and Mr C. A. Hoe. 


No. 1247. 

Dated Lahore, 24th October 1S7G. 

From 

LEFEL GRIFFIN, Esquire, 

Offg. Secretary to Government, Punjab. 
To 

\V. M. YOUNG, Esquire, 

Sett. Secy, to Financial Cornmr., Punjab. 

I am desired to return 'the original enclosures of your 
letter No. 1001S., dated 2nd instant, submitting the final 
report on the settlement of the Muktsar tahsll and Mamdot 
ildka of the FeroEeporo district, and to convey thcs following 
observation of llis Honor tho Lieutenant-Governor ;—• 

2 . The explanation of the delay on tho part of tho 
Settlement Commissioner in forwarding this report is, in the 
present instance, accepted as sufficient by Sir llertry Davies. 
As regards the final reports, which will hereafter be submit¬ 
ted, I am directed to invite the attention of tho Financial 
Commissioner to the orders of the Government of India in the 
Revenue Department, conveyed in their letter No. 1-23, dated 
11 th January last, and forwarded to you with this office endor¬ 
sement No. 127, of the 21st idem, directing the submission of 
such reports to that authority with the loast practicable delay. 

3. Tho remarks of Mr. Egerton in your paragraph 3 rela¬ 
tive to the rohi tract in the Muktsar tahsfl, and certain Mgh- 
amraadan villages to the west of tho town of Muktsar, are 
endorsed by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

4. Adverting to your paragraph 6, I am to request that 
steps may b.e taken to ascertain from Mr. Purser what hia 
meaning is in regard to the assessment of sail&ba lands. 

5. His Honor would be glad to be informed of tho re¬ 
sult of the further enquiry as to the cases relative to the status 
of tenants, which it appears from your paragraph 8 will, be 
made. 



G. The view of Mr, Egcrton, given in the same para¬ 
graph, as regards the qualification which the Settlement 
Officer apparently desires to be mad© in the sanction accorded 
to the record of rights is, in the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion, 
obviously correct, and such sanction is hereby accorded 
without any such reservation, as proposed by the Financial 
Commissioner, 

7. Sir Honry Davies considers that Mr. Purser deserves 
much credit for tho manner in which ho has brought the 
settlement operations to a conclusion. 



BPlPOliT 


OX THE 

EE VISED SETTLEMENT OF MUKTSAE PEOPEE 

AND THfi 

FIRST REGULAR SETTLEMENT OF ILAKA 

MAMJJOT. 


CHAPTER I. —Muktsar Fkorer. 


1. The Muktsar tahsil, occupying the southern portion of tho 
„„ . , Ferozepore district, lies entirely on tire left hank 

'dimoiisious! )0UIK arics ar " of the Sutlej. The north-western part of tho 

tahsfl, adjoining the river, consists of a pieco 
of the Mannlot ihika, which will bo noticed with the rest of the jiigir 
iri the second chapter. Tho remainder of tho tahsil, forming a narrow 
strip of land with its length running from north-east to south-west, 
and trending away to a point at its oxtremo end, is Muktsar proper. 
It is bounded on the north by ihika Marndot and Faridkot,; on the west 
by Faridkot and Patiiila territory ; on the south by Fatiiila territory 
and tho fcsirsa district; and on tho north-west by ihika Marndot. 
ifpproximately, Muktsar proper lies between latitude 30°8' and 30"4fi’ 
north, and longitude 74°1S’ and 74°53' east. Its extreme length is 
about 41 miles, aud its extreme breadth, 24 miles. The area, according 
to tho professional survey, amounts to 4,41,280 acres, or GSDJ square 
miles. The detailed measurements of the present settlement, showed 
the area as 4,50,245 acres. 


2. With the exception of a few villages in the far north of tho 
j . tahsil, Muktsar proper ( for tho sake of sliort- 

Thc e »l)unda.” ness, the term proper will he omitted for tho 

future) possesses no artificial irrigation. Culti¬ 
vation depends entirely on the rain. It is proposed to run a branch of 
the Sutlej Canal through the tahsil. There are no natural streams in 
Muktsar. This was not always so : formerly tho Sutlej traversed it 
from east to west. A few miles to tho north of the town of Muktsar, 
the old bod of the river is still distinctly visible ; but generally only 
tho sloping left bank known locally as tho “ Dunda ” is well marked. As 
far as I can ascertain, tho word “ Dunda ” corresponds to the term 
" Dhaya ” of the Bfiri Doab, and means tho slopo of a bank of a dry 
nullah. The difference in tho quality of the soil to the north and south 
of tliis rise in the ground is very perceptible. To the north the soil is 
sandy and often mixed with kunker; to the south it is fine and good—^ 
soft loam till near the Sirsa border, whoro it becomes again sandy. Con¬ 
cerning tho land to the north and south of tho "Dunda,” Mr, Brandreth, 
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wlio made the regular settlement of Fcrozcporc, writes (para 33 
of the settlement report): “ The former is called by every one the 

“ Hetar,” the latter the “ Utar ” —words, in the language of the district, 
equivalent to the more familiar terms of" K liadur ” and “ Bhangur” in 
other districts ; though as regards the land to the north of the thin da, 
there is no sort of Khadur characteristic remaining in it; the soil is as 
dry on one side of the ridge as the other. ” 


3. And further on he gives the following melancholy account 
,. of Muktsar:—“The numerous deserted sites 

8 acc0BUt which are met with in every direction show 
that the country must formerly have been very 
populous, and indicate a state of prosperity that has long since dis¬ 
appeared. It is not easy to conceive anything more dreary than the 
present aspect of this portion of the district. Water is generally at a 
depth of 180 feet below the surface of tho soil, but there are scarcely any 
wells, at least not paeka ones. Not one village in 20 has a packa well, 
and in many villages there are not oven kaeha wells ; with very few 
exceptions, however, tho water in the wells is so salt as to bo 
altogether undrinkable. During about eight months in the year the 
people have a sufficient supply of tank water to render therm indepen¬ 
dent of wells ; but for the othev four months, and those the hottest of 
year, they are obliged to travel great distances every day to the few 
favoured spots where fresh water is to be had. They drive their 
cattle with them ; hut in consequence of tho distance the unfortunate 
animals are only able to quench their thirst once in the 24? hours. ” And 
Mr. Barnes, the Commissioner, stated that: “ The area is thinly 
dotted with villages, and a small margin of cultivation stands in the, 
midst of almost illimitable waste. In Muktsar, a horseman at full 
speed would not reach the next inhabited spot within tho hour. ” 


Present state of Muktsar. 


4, That Muktsar has vastly improved since 1855, when the 
above remarks were written, cannot admit of 
a doubt. Still it seems probable that they give 
a rather too dismal picture of the country as it was, oven at that time. 
A reference to map No. 3, attached to this report, will show that in 
only a small part of the tabsil are tho Wells as deep as ISO feet. Gen¬ 
erally, tho depth is much below that. Yet there is no reason to be¬ 
lieve the water level has risen. And except in very few instances 
could it liavo taken a fair horse an hour to walk from one village to 
another. There aro worse hits of country than Muktsar in tho Punjab. 
Still it is one of tho least favored portions of tho province. In 58 
villages out of 1G7, tho water in tho wells is brackish ; or else there are 
no wells; in 50 more villages there are only kaeha wells, but the 
water is sweet; in 9 more villages there arc two or more packa wells, 
and in the remaining 50 there is one packa well in each, with sweet 
water. Vegetation is poor and scanty. Pipal and farrdsh trees are 
found round villages occasionally; but otherwise scarcely any trees, but 

the her, kikar and jband are met with, and 
even they in very limited quantities, Of 


Vegetation, 
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sliruba, the karil and wan are not uncommon : and, of courso, in such 
a sandy tract, ak.bhiuu and khip are not wanting. As regards grasses 
Muktsar has little to boast of. None of the good kinds are found. 
Clumber is the most common variety. Burt and silin are grasses 
which I do not remember to have seen elsewhere. The first is not un¬ 
like the “ dhaman,” and the second resembles in many respects the 
“gharm,” common elsewhere. As thero is no artificial irrigation there 
is no demand for manure; and so eowdung supplies almost all the fuel 
required. Agricultural implements are few and simple, and in the 
light soil last a long time. So that, except for building purposes, 
scarcely any timber is wanted. 


5. There aro no mines of any sort in Muktsar. In a few villages 
such as Guru Har Sah&i, Kdnh Singhwkld, 
Mmcs> Lambi Dliiib, &c., kankar in small quantities is 

found, four or fivo feet below the surface. In other places small 
nodules aro found on the ground. 

0. Deer aro fairly numerous ; but other wild animals aro scarce. 

Thero is not much cover fer them in Muktsar 
i amma s, itself; and the neighbouring tracts adjoining the 

river offer more attractive haunts. 


Climate. 


7. The climate of Muktsar is healthy. In the hot weather, 
during the day, the heat is intense; hut after mid¬ 
night the air is cooL The hot winds aro not 
of unusual violenco : hut dust storms are common and prolonged. The 
cold in winter is not excessive. The rain-fall is scanty, averaging only 
12J inches per annum. To its dryness Muktsar owes its salubrity. 


This rain-fall, though small, would bo quite sufficient for the coun¬ 
try, if it only occurred at the proper season. But it is very far from 
always doing so. In unfavorable seasons, the well-to-do zannndurs, 
with the old men and women, stay at home ; and the rest of the popu¬ 
lation emigrates. Some take the cattle to Bahawalpur or Bikaner; some 
go and cultivate any land they can get on the river or along the canals 
of the Biiri Dofib ; and some hire themselves out as daily laborers. As 
soon as there is a good season, they all come back, not at all the worse 
for their sojourn in foreign parts, 


8 . 

Roads', 6ardis, carriage. 


There are no metalled roads in Muktsar. The only important 
unmetalled roads are from Muktsar to 
Bagheki, Firozpur, Kot Kapura, Bhattinda 
and Sirsa. Village roads are sufficient for tho wants of the people ; but 
are in places capable of improvement, where they meander up and 
down the heaps of sand with which the tahsil is plentifully provided. 
There is a sariii with good accommodation for European and native gen¬ 
tlemen at Muktsar. There is also an encamping ground. At Kot BMi 
the police department have a rest house. There is some wheel traffic; 
goods aro also carried on camels or donkeys. 



Towns. 
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2,894 

2,528 

2,514 

2,488 

1,614 

1,311 


9. The principal towns or largo villages 
arc- 

Muktsar with 503 houses, and a population of 2,894 
Malian 3GG(?) „ ... 2,528 

Guru Har Sah/vi 495 „ ... 2,514 

KotBhai 408 „ ... 2,488 

Doda 358 „ ... 1,614 

KAoni 235 „ ... 1,311 

of these, Muktsar alone is of any celebrity or importance. 

10. The ordinal manufactures of purely agricultural com- 

Manufactures. munities, such as weaving, shoe making, pot¬ 

tery, &c. are carried on, but to no great extent. There are no other 
manufactures. Trade, too, is very insignificant. As Muktsar produces 

none of tho superior crops, and the cost of 
carriage of tho inferior grains would swallow 
up profits in ordinary years, it is only in seasons of unusual harvests 
that the export is considerable. Gram, til. and sarhon are then sent in 
some quantities to Firozpur and Fazilka. Wool and ghi are exported 
to the samo marts. The principal imports are saccharine produco from 
Hoshiarpur, Umballa, Ludhiana and Julluudur ; lice from Montgomery, 
wheat from the neighbouring districts ; cotton from Montgomery and 
Jagnion ( Ludhiana); salt from Ferozcpore; English cloth from 
Ferozeporo and Sirsa ; and iron from Firozpur and F&zilka. According 
to figures obtained by the Extra Assistant Settlement Officer, tho trade 
of Muktsar amounts to about Rs. 5,29,000 annually, of which tho 
imports represent two-tliirds. Tho difference between the valuo of 
imported and exported goods seems excessive. I distrust his return. 

11. There are few houses built of bricks ; most aro made of mud 

with flat roofs. Thatch roofs are never Been 
1 ou8ca ‘ Houses are mostly built with their fronts fac¬ 

ing towards the interior of the villago. 

12. Tho population of Muktsar, according to the census of 1868, 

Population. consisted of 71,855 persons, giving 178 souls 

Agricultural tribes. per square mile Qf cultivated area. The prin¬ 

cipal tribes are the Sidhu Bar&r, Sindhu, Later, 

Gill, Dhiiriwal and Bhular Jats, Khattris and Bhattis. The Sidhu 
Banfrs own sixty villages and nearly half the land in Muktsar. 
They, as indeed all the Jat tribes of this tract, are a fine sturdy 
Tho Sidhii Harare. race. The Gills own four villages, and tho 

The Gills. ' Dhariwals three. In patas. 77 to 80 of the 

The DhAriwils. Ferozeporo settlement report, some account 

is given of these threo clans ; and the origin of tho Gills is related on- 
page 352 of the Punjab Chiefs. The late Raja of Balabgarh is said to. 
have been a Dhariwal. The Sindhus own nine villages. According to 
their account, they came originally from Ghazni 
Tho Smdhiis. j n Afghanistan. They arc good and peaceable 

cultivators. So are tho Butars, who claim to he Pawar Rdjputs. From 
fhe Butars Dharanagar tlioy emigrated to Uch ; thence to 

Sirsa;and then settled in Moga. They own live 


The Sindhiis. 




( 


) 


The BMlars, 


The Sodhis. 


villages. The Bhulars know next to nothing about their early history; 

but they came from Maree to Muktsar. They 
have always been agriculturists; and have the 
reputation of being skilful and industrious. They own three villages. 
The Khattris of Muktsar are for the most part of tlio Sodhi sub¬ 
division. They own 19 villages. It is well 
known that, during the Sikh rule, the Sodhis 
played a very conspicuous part. According to their account, their 
ancestor, Kalrai, ruled at Lahore, and his brother, Kalpat, at K astir. 
The latter- drove out Kalrai, -who took refuge with some king in the 
Deccan, whose daughter ho married. Their son, Sodhi llai, reconquered 
Lahore, and, Kalpat in his turn became an exile. lie .went to 
Benares and studied the Vedas, on which account he obtained the 
name of Bodi. All the Sikh Gurus were either Bedis or Sodhis; Guru 
Nanak belonged to the former, Guru Gobind to the lattei; family. The 
most important Sodhi families in Muktsar are that of Guru Fatah 
Singh of Guru Har Salmi, which originally came from the Chunian, 
tahsil of Lahore; and that of A bind Singh and M'altik Singh of Mal¬ 
ian. Other-Sodhi families, residing at Butar in tahsil Mogali, hold 
in 


several estates 
The Bhatti llajputs. 


Muktsar, in jagir. The Bhatti Rajputs own 17 
villages. They, as well as the other Muham¬ 
madan tribes who are found in this par- 
gixun, are almost entirely confined to tb6 northern side of the Duncla. 
These other tribes are, for the most part, Wattiis, Dogars and 
J oyas. 


13, 

History. 


As regards 


the early h istory of Muktsar, scarcely anything 
seems known. This tract of country seems 
to have been little better than a desert. 
About the end of Alamgir’s reign, one Kapura,. an influential Obaudhri, 
founded Kot Kapura in Faridkot, and extended his authority over 
the neighbouring country; but was subject to the M'oghal governor 
Isa Khtin, of Kot Isa Khan. IBs son, however, made himself indepen¬ 
dent, and it was not till 1807 that, the country was absorbed by 
Ranjit Singh. In early days the revenue of this tract was of no great 
value, as it principally consisted of taxes on grazing and the manu¬ 
facture of “ sajji.” The historical interest of the tahsil is centered in 
Muktsar itself, where Gurii Gobind was defeated by the imperial troops 
in 1705-0. The Guru, who had escaped, “ caused the bodies of bis 
slaughtered followers to be burned with the usual rites, and declared 
that they had all obtained ‘mooktio’ or the final emancipation of 
their souls, and that whoever hereafter should bathe at this spot oil 
the anniversary of that day, should also inherit the same blessed state ; 
lienee the origin of the name ‘ Mokutsur ’ or ‘ Mookteesur,’ the pool of 
salvation, ami of the ‘ mela ’ on the anniversary of this event.”. The chief 
facts known about the history of Muktsar will be found in paras. 53, 55, 
58 and 99 of the Ferozeporo settlement report, (of which part of the last- 
mentioned paragraph has just been quoted and need not. be 
repeated here). 

1 ) 
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Bedding, 

one to lie on. The 
Women's clothing. 


14. The Muhammadans of Muktsar wear a sheet wrapped round 

Men’s clothing their waist and hanging down all round, bo as to 

form a sort of petticoat. Above this they wear 
a tunic (kurtti). Hindus wear the langot ox loin-cloth; and some tight- 
fitting trousers. The upper garment is also a tunic. Sikhs, after initiation, 
always wear “kachh” or knee breeches. All three classes wear turbans and 
shoes. In the cold weather they put on a thick sheet (dohffr'or khes) in 
addition. For bedding they then have a thick 
quilt stuffed with cotton, and occasionally a similar 
general dress of women consists of a petticoat 
(ghiigra), tunic, (kurti) and a shawl of some sort, 
which is put over the head. Old women 
commonly wear a boddice in addition. Hi ndu women often wear trousers, 
called “suthan,” made of cloth known as “susi." 

15. Tho food of the common people consists of barley, gram, some- 

j Poo(I times wheat, jow&r, hAjra, moth and mungi, and 

butter-milk. The general custom is to bake 
thick eakes, which are eaten in the morning with lassi, and in the evening 
with “dal” (split grain) of mungi, or more commonly ol gram and moth. In 
tho hot weather a dish of boiled moth and bajra is substituted for the 
evening cakes. During the hot season, Muhammadans get their bread 
baked at the common oven; hut otherwise it is baked on a griddle. 
Where greens (sag) are to bo .had, they often take the place of “dal,” and 
and if a man is well-to-do he uses bultcr-milk twice a day ; as, in the esti¬ 
mation of a Jat, there is no food comparable to it. Salt, chillies and other 
condiments are also used. 


16. 

Health. 


17. 

Markets and fairs. 


As already said, Muktsar is a healthy country. The people, how¬ 
ever, suffer a good deal from guinea-worm (narwa). 
Th is disorder seems due to the use of the foul 
water in the tanks in hot weather. Across the river it is usually attributed 
to the curse of Bdbfi Farid on any one who went across the Sutlej into 
Hindustan. 

No markets are held in Muktsar. Tho only important fair 
is that at the great Muktsar tank, on the 
last day of Poll, in every year, and the first 
three days of Magh. This has been taken advantage of for the purpose 
of introducing an annual cattle fair. Horses, camels and horned 
cattle are exhibited, and prizes awarded to the best. I understand that 
a good start has been made in this matter. The only oilier gather¬ 
ings worth mention take place on the 1st of BaisAkh at Gurusar and Sarai 
Nitnga. At the latter place may be seen the remains of the hunting 
lodge of Raja SalvAhan, which overhung the Sutlej, and near to which 
there was a great ferry. 

18. The people are as illiterate, and have as little desire to make 
Education any change in this respect, as the agricultural 

classes elsewhere in the province. There are, or 
rather were, a year ago, only three schools under Government control in 
Muktsar. These were situated in the town of Muktsar, Guru Har Sahai, 
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and Maduhar Kalan. Tliey were attended by 102 boys, of whom 9ff 
belonged to the cultivating class. 

19. There is one th&na, Muktsar, subordinate to which is the chauki 

n of Kot Bhfii. There is another th&na, Mohanke, 

just outside the border in M&aulot, to which 14* 
villages in the extreme north of Muktsar are attached. The registers 
of bad characters are by no means blank; but the people arc not more 
addicted to crime than in otlwr places. 

20. Strange as it may appear, Muktsar was once rather a good 

Llve-st^ck place for cattle. If not within the celebrated 

Lacky jungle, it must have been very hear it, 
If the Military Memoir of -George Thomas (page 132) can be relied on. 
But it probably cannot. Before the introduction of English rulo the 
jungles of Muktsar were extensive, and the people depended more on 
cattle keeping than on agriculture. Now the land has been cleared of 
trees, and the profits of cultivation have caused the zamindars to give 
up their pastoral habits. A series of bad years has exerted an influence 
in the same direction ; as the people are obliged, as a matter of course, 
to send their cattle to the river tracts or into Bahawalpur or Bikaner, in 
search of food. However, even now the people havo enough cattle to 
supply themselves with plough bullocks, and can even occasionally dis¬ 
pose of some animals, besides procuring ghi and butter-milk for them¬ 
selves. 1 Mauy villages keep a few cameis, but' only for carriage ; as it 
is considered disgraceful to plough with- them. Sheep are fairly 
numerous. They are shorn twice a year, in Asu and Chetar. The average 
•weight of a fleece is about 14- chiltaks. After supplying local wants, 
about 500 limunds of wool remain available for export. The cattle to 
the south of the Duuda seemed to mo superior to those to the north of 
it. The averago price of stock may be taken as follows:— 


Cow . 

Rs. 25. 

Goat 

Rs. 

3 

Female buffaloe 

„ 50. 

Sheep 

» 

2. 

Camel 

.. 80. 

Bullock „ 

9> 

50 



Male buffaloe 

• • t 

10 


21. Mr. Brandreth divided Muktsar, for purposes of assesment, 
Asaesmont circles. into six chaks or circles. Two of these lay 

north ol the 1)unda, viz, Guru Har Sah&i 
and Muktsar Hit&r, and three to the south, viz. Muktsar Utdr, Kot Ka- 
pura, and Kot BMi with Jhumba. The sixth chak consisted of new 
villages founded in grants of laud made at last settlement, and which- 
were situated all over the middle portion of the tab si 1. This division 
has been retained at tho present settlement, except as regards the sixth 
cliuk ; the villages forming it have been incorporated with the three 
central chaks, Muktsar Utar, Muktsar Hit&r and Kot Kapura. Mu 
Brandroth’s description of these circles*will be found in palas, 160-105 
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of his settlement report. . Placed with reference to their relative 
capabilities, the ehaks stand now as follows :—• 

1. Kot Kapura 

2. Muktsar Utar 

3. Rohi, i. e. Kot Bhai with Jhumha, 

4. Muktsar and Kot Kapura Hitar, 

5. Guru Har Sahai. 

The soil, of Kot Kapura is a soft loam. Sometimes, but rarely, it 
is very sandy. Sandhills are seldom seen. Muktsar TJtsiris a level plain. 
There are no sandhills. The soil resembles that of Kot Kapura. It 
is generally good; but sometimes poor and exceedingly sandy. The 
kxkar and her predominate in tills chak ; the wan in the former. The 
Rohi resembles Muktsar Utar, but the soil is more sandy, and sandhills 
arc not uncommon. The jhandis quite as common as the her. Muktsar 
and Kot Kapura Ilitar have a sandy soil; very sandy in some places. 
Water is often brackish, and generally so under-the Dunda, The wan 
and her aro the usual trees, but the kikar is also found. In the 
northern part of Guru Har Sahai, the soil is clayey; elsewhere sandy. 
The jhaud is common, but her is the tree most frequently found. 
In four villages of this circle there is some artificial irrigation from 
wells, by moans of the Persian wheel. The irrigated area is only 572 
acres. There is a fair amount of grass iu all the cliaks. The rain-fall is 
supposed to diminish as one goes further and further south-east. The 
rain-zones shown in map No. 2 are taken from maps prepared by 
Mr. Prinsop, late Settlement Commissioner. 

£2. The total cultivated area of Muktsar, including 412 acres ot 

Areas under different crops. ™ ^ Uo ' V ’ wa f to he 257,860 

acres, of which 152,576 acres were under 
kharif crops, and 105,286 acres under rahi crops. So about 59 per 
cent, of the cultivated area is occupied by autumn and 41 per cent, by 
spring crops. The principal crops, with the areas they occupy, are 
those:— 


llabi crops, Acres. Kharif crops. Acres. 

Parley 61,066 Bajra 76,325 

Earley and gram mixed 24,255 Jo war 53,593 

Wheat 1 10,697 Moth 17,977 

Gram 7,094 Til 1,950 

Sarhon 1,050 Cotton 751 


As a rule, the kharif crops predominate in the three chaks south of 
the Dunda, and the rabbi crops in Muktsar and Kot Kapura Hitar, 
'they aro nearly equal in Guru Hav Sahai. The following table shows 
the percentages of the different classes of crops in the five phaks 


Kot KtvpAm class I 1 per cent, class it 30 p c. class 111,6!) p.c class IV, 4 p. c. 

Muktsar Utar ... ,, _ Nil „ 34 „ 67 „ 9 

itohi ,, ,, ,, 24- ,, 73 ] „ 3 

Muktsar and Kot 1 

.KapiVra ilitar f " '' ” 

C, iiTii Hav Salmi ,, >, 


2(7 

2!) 


G2 

69 


12 

12 
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A yri culture. 
xUiscollaneoua remarks, 


23. Ah the agriculture of the district has been described by Mr. 

Brand ruth (paras: 103 to 111 Ferozepore settle¬ 
ment report). I need not sav much about it. 
Snrhon is rarely sown by itself, but generally 
lines of it arc put down among wheat. In good years the produce is 
very fine, in Muktsar Utar and lvot Kapilra. Cotton is not grown except 
in very unusually good years. The seed-grain of wheat is IS seers per 
aero, of barley 17 seers, of gram Ki seers, and of moth 3 seers per aero. 
Otherwise Mr. Brandreth’s general remarks apply also to this tahsil; 
wheat and barley are often sown here remarkably late. 


24. The following are the agricultural implements in common use : 

(T) the plough, called “munna;” (2) the 
Afa'icnlturai implements. « panjari ” or yoke; (8) the clod-crusher or 

harrow “ sohsiga (4) the lcarai, a drag-lake or shovel used for levelling 
ground ; (5) the shovel-mattock “ luihi ; ” (0) the hatchet or “ kuhari; ” 
(7) the “diitri” or reaping hook ; (8) the trowel “rainba(9) the hoe 
“kassin ; ” (10) the “savang” a two-pronged pitch-fork ; (11) “tangoli," a 
pitch-fork with four or more prongs ; (12; the whip and goad combined, 
called “purani;” (18) the “ehajli” or winnowing tray ; (14) the “gopa,” 
or sling. The “munna’’ differs from the ordinniy “hah” “It -pen¬ 
etrates much deeper into the ground, and goes deeper and deeper 
at each successive ploughing, as the surface soil gets more pulverized, 
but it can only be dragged by strong cattle.” Suspended to this 
plough, and dragging along the ground behind it, is a small piece of 
curved wood, called “patii.” This covers the seed sown with the drill 
(pornal), with soil, and so does away with the necessity of a subsequent 
harrowing. Seed is usually sown with the drill and not broad-east 
(chalta mil), except in the ease of btfjra. 


Area a plough will cultivate. 


!o. A plough will cultivate about 2(i acres annually in ibo southern 
clinks, and a couple of acres less in tho 
two northern clinks. The reason of the dif¬ 
ference is, that rabbi cultivation prevails more in the latter than id the 
former ; and the ploughings for the rabbi harvest have to be more care¬ 
fully done, with closer furrows, than for the kharif harvest. 


2(5., Only two kinds of soil seem to bo recognized, “gasra” and 
“tibi.” Tho former is a mixture of clay and 
sand ; the latter is sand. I have indeed hoard 
the soil of the XJtar chaks, Kot J\apiira and Muktsar, called “ karar 
but I do not think this term is in common use in the Muktsar part 
of Ferozopore. 

27- With a scanty and uncertain rain-fall it is of great importance 
to take care that no waste of water occurs. 

Importance of draiuago The drainage water of uncultivated lands is 
' va,er ' carefully led off into the neighbouring fields. 



( 10 ) 

The right of constucting cuts to lead this drainage water into then 
fields is one much prized by the zamuuMrs, and is not seldom the 
subject of litigation. No tenant lias a right to dig a new “su&,” as such 
a cut is called, without the consent of the proprietors of the waste land, 
unless he occupies the waste land as an hereditary cultivator. “ In the 

southern part of purganah Muktsar,” writes Mr. Brandretb,..“It 

is stated that it would be impossible to cany on the cultivation with¬ 
out tho drainage of the waste land, and it was in consequence of my 
conviction of the truth of this circumstance that I left in every village 
a quantity of waste land equal to the cultivation altogether unas«e&sed.’» 

28. According to the returns prepared for the assessment report 
Areas occupied by pronric- there were 6 - 729 cultivating proprietors, and 

tors and tenants. 236 proprietors who did not themselves cul¬ 

tivate. The tenant population was 11,338, 
Tenants paying rent in cash held 46,872 acres, and those paying in 
kind 75,157 acres. So each cultivating proprietor held on an average 
18 acres of, tilled land ; the average area held by each tenant paying 
rent in cash was 11 acres; and of each tenant paying rent in kind, 12 
acres. Tenants with right of occupancy held 20 per cent, of the total 
cultivated area. 

29. By “rent in cash" is meant here simply that the tenant pays 

the revenue with the extra cesses ; rent in 
lont ' cash as distinguished from revenue is un¬ 

known. • After payment of tiro kamitis’ dues, the tenant and landlord 
divide the produce, both grain and straw. This system is also followed 
as regards zabti crops. In the following table the percentage of area in 
each chak held by tenants at the different ratos of “batai” is shown:— 


Chak, 

j Percentage! of area paying. | 

Average share 
of net produce 
taken by land¬ 
lord. 

1 

J gram and 
straw. 

j grain and 
Btraw. ; 

i grain. 
i (draw, j 

,4 straw ami 
grain. 

Hot Kapura 

16 

86 

... 

... 

•207 

Muktsar Utar 

24 

40 

... 

SO 

•202 

RoM 

23 

61 

16 

7 

•210 

Muktsar Hiia 

41 

>J3 

2 

1 

•203 

Guru Har Sahki 

64 

46 

... 

... 

•207 


Besides this share of the produce, the proprietor gets something on 
account of mdlik&na, which comes to about one half per cent, in the 
first fBur chaks, and 1| per cent, in Guru Har Sah&i 
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30. In tlie well-irrigated villages of Guru Hnr Salmi, Ihe kamms 
_ , are the tarkh&n ( carpenter), kumliar (potter, 

auUeg 11 ' 6 ’ Their dues m,d lobar ( black-smith ), and chuthra (sweeper). 

Elsewhere, the potter is not considered a 
kamrn. The carpenter has to make and keep in repair the plough and 
yoke, the rakes, sohaga (harrow), and handles of all sorts. In well- 
villuges, he has besides to repair the wood-work of the well. He haa 
also every where to mend the bedstead, the spinning wheel, the chairs 
and the ehuming-statf. Ho' is paid 2 muns (topa muns) per well, each 
harvest; or where there are no wells 2£ muns per plough, each harvest, 
if the out-turn is not less than 100 muns. If it is, he gets ono seer in 
the mun produced. The kumh^r is paid as tho tarkhan. He has to 
supply the pots of the well, and a few dishes and cups and milking 
pots, twice a year. The blacksmith makes and repairs the plough¬ 
share, the trowel, reaping hook and hatchet. Ho also repairs the 
shovel-mattock. He is paid by the tenant, at one-half the rate of the 
carpenter’s pay. The chulira has no fixed duties, nor is his pay fixed. 
He haa to make himself generally useful, and do -his master’s “beg&r” 
labour. He is paid according to the amount of tho harvest. In case 
of dispute, his wages are calculated at 5 per cent, of the out-turn. 
Besides these dues, and tho owner’s miilikiina or malba, a deduction at 
varying rates, calculated on the proprietor’s share, is made from the pro¬ 
duce before division, on account of the dharwdi, or woigliman ; and also 
on account of the muhassil or watchman. Tho deductions made beforo 
division of tho produce amount approximately to 10 per cent., varying 
from 9jf to 10$. 

§1. In Mulctsar, measures of weight, not of capacity, are used, 
Measuree of weight. ^opt in rare instances in a few villages. 

I he Government seer ot SO tolas is equal to 

2} kacha or local seers. 


32. The value of land is naturally low ; bnt it is decidedly higher 
Value of land than in Montgomery, on the other side of the 

Sutlej. At the same time, the people of Muk- 
tsar are more litigious and quarrelsome than the Montgomery men, 
and this has a tendency to cause the record of fictitious prices with a 
view to evade tho law of pre-emption. As far as could he ascertained 
it was found that 2,401 acres, with an average jama of anas 2, were 
sold at an average price of Rs. 4-7-7 por aero; 1,810 acres, pay¬ 
ing anas 2-9 per acre revenue, were mortgaged at Rs. 2-9-9 the 
acre. 


33. Prices in Muktsar have not risen so much as in other parts 
Rise in prices. of the province. This is due partly to the 

great extension of cultivation that has been 
going on for twenty years, partly to the low value of the staple crops, 
rendering tho cost of carriage a formidable objection to export; and 
partly to tho system of emigration: in bad years, which, by diminishing 
the demand for food, tends to keep prices down. The changes in* the 
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price of barley, wheat, and gram, bfijra, jowfir, and motl) daring six 
periods from 1841-1871 ate as follows:- 




Average price in 

seers per 

rupee, of 


Period. 

Barley. 

Wheat. 

Gram. | 

Biijra, 

Jo war. 

Moth. 

1811-1845 

1-32-13 

O 

cc 

1-30. 0 i 

1-3 -10 

1-15-3 

1-7-3 

1840-1850 

1-0 - 0 

28- 0 

34- 6 1 

1-0 - 0 

37-0 

1-1-3 

1851-1835 

2-0 -10 

1 - 10 - 0 

1-27- 0 1 

1-33- fi 

2-0-6 

1-3 no 

1850-1800 

2-20-1 0 

1-9- 6 

2-17- 3 | 

- 0 

2-18- 3 

2-25-6 

1801-1805 

1-26-10 

35-10 

M2- 3 | 

36-10 

1-11- 0 

1 - 6-24 

180G-18T1 

1-11- 8 

20- 5 

38-13 | 

20- 3 

37-11 

30-10 

18+1-1855 (15 years) 

1-27- 8 

35 r 2 

1-1510 1 

1-13- 0 

1 1-18-14 

M3- 2 

1850-1871 (16 years) 

1-30- 7 

37- 3 

| 1-21- 8 ] 

1- 8-15 

1-20-12 

1-18-14 


The decade 1851-1860 shows a remarkably low range of prices, due in 
a considerable measure to uncommonly good harvests. These prices 
are not the bazar prices, but those fixed by the bauyilhs twice a year 
on the 1st of Jeth and the 1 st of Kiitik; and according to which their 
transactions with the zammdiirs are conducted. 

34. On completion of settlement operations, the number of estates 
belonging to each of the three main classes 
Tenures. 0 f tenures was found to be :—• 

Zammdari villages 
Patti dari „ 

Bhyacharah „ 

Of the zannndftri villages, seven 
by a single land-lord, 
remainder there is some 


20 
70 
78 
are_ 

Only seven patthliin 
common-land still 


owned 
hi the 


communalthe rest are 
estates are pure : 
undivided. Since last 

settlement, the number of zammdari villages lias decreased by 25; 
pattidari villages have increased by 19, bhyachdr&h by 7. 

35, This tract of country was originally settled by Mr. Danioll, 
m . in 1846. Guru liar Salifii, Kot Bliai and 
The summary seltien.ent. Jhum}j;l cor , taining 43 out 0 f the present 168 

villages, were held in jagir, and so wore not assessed. 1 ho total 
number of villages assessed was 167, mj., 117 in ilaka Kot Kapura 
and 50 in ilaka Muktsar. There appears to have been no diffi¬ 
culty with the latter ilaka. An examination of the annual papers 
for five years preceding the settlement showed that the Sikhs had 
realized, on an average, Rs. 9,018-10-0, annually. The total cultivated 
area was found to be 32,140 ghunutos, the ghumao being equal to bye- 
sixths of lux acre. This area was assessed at Ils, 12,052-8-0. Of this 
sum Rs. 2,008-12-0 were deducted as inam of the lambardiirs, and the 
remaiuder, Rs. 10,043-12-0 falling at the rata of anas 5 the ghumao, 
represented the Government demand. Halt the revenue was paid 111 
the rabi, half in the kharif kists. The leases were taken up without 
demur. The assessing officer gave as reasons for a light revenue, the 
depopulated state of the country, and that the water was brackish. 
The .Kot Kapura villages proved refractory. Mr. Daniel! proposed 
assessing at 7 annas the ghumao, which gave a revenue of Rs. 74,000; but 
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at first the people would have nothing to eny to such a doraand, though 
he charmed in his most skilful way, and declared thoy could fairly 
pay Rs. 2 per ghum&o in bad years; and that Ferozepore bannUihu had 
offered annas 7 and annas 8 . Finally, most villagescamo round; but only to 
commence squabbling again. Annas 7 were only an average rate; but the 
good villages declined to pay more than the average. In the midst of 
their petitioning and appealing, 88 villages wore made ovor to the Raja 
of Faridkot. Of the remaining 29 estates, 2 wore assossed at annas 6 , ono 
at annas OJ, afld the rest at annas 7 tho gliumAo, exclusive of ono anna 
per ghumao on account of the inAm of tho lambarddr. 

36. Tho summary settlement was to last 3 years. It continued 

in forco till 1855, when the regular settlement 
Tho regular settlement. ^ madft by M) . Brandreth . Jfr h j B extended to 

the whole tract now resettled, comprising thou 167 villages, thus : 29 

villages of Kot Kapdra and 50 of Muktsar settlod summarily; 

10 jAgfr villages of Kot Kapura ; 10 of Muktsar ; 14 of Guru liar Sahdi; 

11 of Jhumba ; and 18 of Kot Bh&i; 25 newly founded estates. Tho 
jftgirdirs had hitherto collected in kind, and the summary settlement 
jamas of their villages were merely tho amount thoy said thoy received. 
The cultivated area was found to be 142,402 acres. The initial regu¬ 
lar settlement jama was Rs, 47,477, rising gradually in 10 years to 
Rs. 62,729. Tho initial average rate, per acre, was annas 6-4 ; and if 
cultivation had remained stationary tho final rate would have boon 
annas 7. The regular settlement expired in 1865, having proved 
most successful. No sovere coorcivo processes had to bo resorted 
to. Balances of course occurred owing to a series of bad yoars, but 
ft good season in 1872 did a groat deal to bring back prosperity to 
the country. 

37. Tho following table shows tho principal changes that have 

. .. occurred in tho condition of Muktsar since last 

Changes since then. 

sett omont:—• 


Cultivation. 


Ploughs. 







1 

i 



8. 



ti 

Chnk. 

>> 

1 

* 

.0 

S -*-» 

s 5 
3 ° 

fc 

i 

sl. 

§ § 

T* 

09 

i 

1 . 

O) +=» 

%- fj 

2 * 

1 

i 

l 

o 


to 

* 


to 

a 


to 

A j 


to 

A 

H4 

Kot Kaphra 

41,998 

66,888 

33 

1,212 

2,171 

179 

3,767 

6,938 

184 

12,170 

16,946 

39 

Muktsar 

26,071 

65,274 

112 

727 

2,176 

299 

3,7621 

12,967 

845 

8,70S 

16,550 

88 

Utdr. 













Rohi 

41,992 

66,638 

32 

1,060 

2,497 

238 


11,173 

365 

12,162 

11,761 

21 

Kot Kapiira 

26,298 

78,076 

178 

m 

2,910 

378 


12,614 

387 

9,868 

17,928 

91 

& Muktsar 













Killr. 













CHlrli Har 

6,048 

17,986 

197 

841 

HIE 

231 

8,968 

■3EEE 

164 

8,470 

6,670 

63 

Bah&t, 












► 

Total ... 

1,42,102 

2,67,860 

81 


m 

257 

17,813 

l 68,246 

' 327 

45,968 

71,855 

56 


Cattle 


Population. 
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Former revenue rates. 


88 . The following are Mr. Brandreth’a 
revenue rates:— 


Chak. 

ChAh£. 

Birint. 

Jadid. 

Banjar. 

Hate of actual 
jama on 
cultivation. 

Kot Kapiira 




... 

As, 

6 0 

Ab. 

8 0 

As. 8 0 

As. 

6 0 

Muktsar Utar, 

Class 

1 




6 0 


2 6 

„ 2 6 

I 











• 

f «» 

4 10 

ft fl 

II 

II 


... 

It 

i 0 

fi 

2 0 

„ 2 0 

f 


Kot Bh4( and Jhiimba 

I 


... 

fl 

E 0 

it 

2 6 

» 2 6 

) 


• It II 

II 

II 


... 

II 

4 G 

i> 

2 3 

„ 2 3 

r " 

4 9 

H M 

II 

III 


... 

If 

4 0 

•• 

2 0 

„ 2 0 

$ 


Muktsar Hitir. 

fl 

I 



II 

6 0 

tt 

2 fi 

2 6 



I» II 

II 

II 


... 

II 

4 0 

ti 

2 0 

» 2 0 

| ” 

0 1 

GtlrQ Har Saliai 


... 

Ae. 

12 0 

tl 

6 0 


... 

i. 0 3 

ii 

8 0 

Waste lands. 

Class 

I 


••• 

II 

6 0 


... 

... 



*» fl 

II 

II 


... 

It 

4 0 


- 

... 

1 " 

2 

The banjar rate 

in 

all the chaks, 

except Guru Har 

Sahai, 

was 


applied to all the wasto after deducting a portion equal to tho cultivation. 
In Guru Har Sahdi it was applied to all the culturable waste. 

39. At the presont settlement, the villagos of tho chak of. waste 
Changes in ohaka now lands were, as before stated, incorporated 
n>»de. with the chaks within whose limits they 

lay. No such difference in the condition of the villages in each chak 
was found as to render it advisable to retain tho former division into 
classes. It appeared bettor to consider individual differences whon 
assessing each village separately. 


40. The available statistics then showed that the condition of 
Comparison of past and Muktsar had greatly improved ; and that the 
present state of Muktsar. improvement had been general, though greatest 
in what was formerly the worst part of the tahsil, Muktsar II it dr. 
Cultivation had more than kept pace with tho increase in population, 
while resources in ploughs and cattle had increased far more than 
cultivation. While prices wore not so favorable for the agriculturists 
as might have been expected, the returns seomed to show that the 
quality of the crops sown had improved. The percentage of area 
under first class crops had indeed fallen from 3 to a nominal 
figure; but that undor second class crops had risen from 14 to 29; 
and that under third class crops from 58 to 64; both chiofly at the 
expense of tho fourth class crops, the percentage of which had fallen 
from 25 to 7. No doubt, the character of tlie season has a great deal to 
do with the kind of crop sown; and thore was reason to believe the 
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returns might have been influenced in this way. Of course, former rates 
■were not altogether safo guides to follow. The enormous uncultivated 
area, allowing almost unlimited expansion, rendered them soon nominal. 
There are still about 1,92,000 acres uncultivated ; and allowing one- 
third of tho total area as required for rain collection, 42,000 acres 
remain available for futuro expansion. But the expansion is likely to 
be greater. On the whole, it seemed to me that the average rate 
on cultivation might be raised. 

41. In the adjoining tracts of Mamdot, tho rat# on cultivation was 

. annas 7* per acre; in h'aridkot, where, liow- 

Rates m adjoining tracts. evf . rj the soil is better than here, it was said 
to bo about annas 9A In tho Sirsa parganas of Malaut and Mahdjanj 
it was only annas 2-2 and annas 2-9 respectively. 

42. The pvoduco returns, including tho value of tho straw, showed 

Produce estimates. ‘ the proprietor’s income to bo Rs. 3,17,875, 

falling at Rs. 1-3-8 per aero on cultivation. 
At half net assets, tho rate would be annas 9-10, But there were scvoral 
reasons for not following the produce returns. (1) The estimated out¬ 
turn was high. (2) The value of tho straw seemed an asset which it was 
hardly fair to tax. The straw could be of use only as cattle fodder, 
and the people had not moro cattle than a purely agricultural-popuhi- 
tion might fairly keep. (3) Produce returns proceed on the erroneous 
assumption that all land sown produces a crop. I myself saw thou¬ 
sands of acres of wheat which would never come to anything ; and on 
each of which the people had lost, besides their labour, at least one 
rupee’s worth of seed-grain, at the then market-price. (4) The area under 
* cultivation any one year is no test of the average (cultivated; area each 
year. I endeavoured to ascertain what the character of tho seasons 
had been from 1855 to 1871, and obtained the following result:— 


Chak. 

Good years. 

Average 

yearn. 

Bad years. ^ 

Years of total failure 
of harvests. 

Hot Kaprtra 

4 

10 

3 


Muk tsar Utdr 

3 

5 

6 

4 

Robi 

3 

7 

4 

3 

Muktunr Ilitdr 

5 

8 

1 

3 

Ghrd liar bahtii 

6 

8 

1 

3 

Average of five eliaks 


u 

2-8 

2-6 


43. Tho tahsiklar’s estimate was Its. 85,575 for tho whole tract, 
other estimates. Hates filing at annas 5-3f the acre, on cultivation, 
adopted. Uic ibxtra Assistant Settlement Officer pro¬ 

posed Rs. 92,500, giving a rate of annas 5-8, 
The rates I proposed gave a jama of Rs. 98,785, * falling at annas 
C-l§ per acre, on cultivation. 

* An arithmetical error in the assessment report has been corrected, 
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Those rates were :— 


Kot Kapura 

BarAnl annas 7, jadid 

annas 3 

Muktsar Ut6r 

• • * pt H 6 )) 

„ 3 

Rohi 

• •• a » ^ a 

„ 3 

Muktsar Hitdr 

• * * a n 5-6 || 

„ 3 Chdhi annas 12. 

Guru Har Sah&i 

• •• n i) 6 ti 

„ 3 Wells, Rs. 9 each 


And the ratos on cultivation were annas 7, annas 6-1, annas 6-1 > 
annas 6-6 and annas 6-2 respectively, in each chak taken in the above 
order. 


44. The extra cosses wero raised 2| per cent, viz * 

1 per cent, on account of zaildari cess. 

1 „ „ Head lambarddri cesB. 

i „ „ District d&k cess. 

Extra cosses. Proposed It was proposed that the new leases 

period of settlement. should run till expiry of the district settle¬ 

ment in 1885. 


45. His Honor the Lieutenant Governor sanctioned the proposals 

Order of Government. submitted, oxcept that he directed the period 

of settlement to bo 20 years, commencing 
from the kharff instalments of 1878-74. 

46. Tho individual villages were then assessed. The jama 

Fiscal results finally announced was Rs. 98,330, about one- 

half per cent, below the rate jama. Muktsar 
Utilr was assossed at about 2£ per cent, above rates, and the Rohi chak 
about 4 per cent, below rates. The net increase of revenue is 
Rs. 35,601 or over 56 per cent. All tho leases were taken up, There 
wero no refusals. About three-quarters of the villages were quite 
satisfied; tho othors wero not. Tho Rohi villagos were the most discon¬ 
tented. If thoro is any pressure, it will probably be in this chak and 
in the Muhammadan villages to the west of the town of Muktsar. But I 
hope casos of pressure will bo very rare. In average years the revenue 
can be paid easily. In bad years, suspensions should be liberally 
granted ; in good years, balances arc paid up without difficulty. 


47. Tho progressive jamas amount to Rs. 425 after 5 years, and 

Progressive jamas. J ls - 2,790 aftur 10 y ear9 ' for 

fixing progressive jamas were (lj, the inadvis¬ 
ability of assessing some villages at tho full rate jama at once : and 
(2) tho presumption that sonic villages with very large waste areas 
would extend their cultivatiou considerably. In the latter case, the 
increase has beon taken always after 10 years. The general principle 
followod was that when the culturnble waste did not exceed one-third 
of tho whole area, nothing moro than the rate jama should be 
taken. Whore it exceeded that amount by not less than 500 
acres, a progressive jama, at tho rate of annas 6 per acre, on one-half of 
tho excess, was fixod. Whoro the oxoosb was loss than 500 acres, a small 
initial increase above the rato jama was usually taken; in some cases 
progressive jamas were fixed. 
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48. A large part of Muktsar is still hold in jdglr. The principal 

_. , ,, j&girdfirs are Guru Fatah Singh of Guru 

e Har Sdhai, the Bh&ia of Amauli and Sidhuwal, 

Bhai Zabar Jang Singh of Jhumba, and certain Sodhis of Bhucheke. 30 
villages, paying Rs. 24,035 revenue, are entirely jftgir, subject to a pay¬ 
ment ot Rs, 2,941 nazar£na; 48 villages, with a revonue of Rs, 23,910, aro 
shared. The government share is Rs. 13,292; the jdgird&rs get 
Rs. 10,618. In fact, out of a total revenue of Rs. 98,330, the jfigird&rs 
receive Rs. 34,653, or moro than one-third. Several of the jdgir villages 
have hitherto paid their revenue in kind. At the present settlement, 
eight villages asserted their right to have cash leases; and as they 
insisted, even on hearing the new jamas, I had to agree. I do not 
think the jagirddrs will lose. 

49. Tho number of mfifi plots is very small, amounting to 29 

only, with an area of 1,429 acres, and an 
estimated jama of Rs. 469. Tho indfi regis¬ 
ter was examined, and the orders of the proper authority obtained in tho 
few cases (4) where needed. 

50. The instalments in which they were to pay tho revenue were 

left to tho people. They decided to pay in 
Kists - four equal instalments, on tho loth of June 

and July, and the 1st of December and February. 

51. Tho people were also left to settle tho distribution of tho 

- . jamas of each village over the individual 

n eras ra mg. holdings, care being taken to guard against 

•any unfairness. The methods adopted were:—• 

In 51 villages according to ancestral shares; 

customary shares; 


25 

15 

71 

6 


ancestral and customary shares; 
average rates; 
soil rates. 


52. 


As usual in Punjab re-settlements, zaildars were appointed 
in Muktsar. These are respectable natives 
Zaiidirs. appointed over a cluster of villages, and 

intended to act as a link botweeu the people and government officers. In 
Muktsar tho zaildars were generally appointodhy Mr. Saunders. They 
are 10 in number, of whom 5 are Sidhu Bardrs, 2 aro Sodhis, 1 is 
a Sindhu, 1 a Bhatti, and 1 a Hijra Jat. As indm the zailddrs receive 
1 per cent, on the revenue of their zails. This ranges from Rs. 31-6, 
to Rs. 146-1-0 per annum. During the settlement tho zaildars have 
proved very useful. The district officer will find more information on 
this subject in the zailcldr’s book, 

53, Head lambarddrs were also appointed in each village, atten- 
Head lambarddra. tj 011 being principally paid to tho wishes of 

the share-holdera in making the appointment. 
It is supposed that by appointing one larabard&r the head lambardflr 
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Lambnrdfirs, 


of tho village, the evils of divided responsibility will be avoided. 
Tho head lambardftr gets 1 per cent, on tho jama of his village as 
infim. As lambardar, he gets in addition his “paehotra,” Tho zaildar is 
always head lambardar in his own village. 

54. There aro 342 lambarddrs, being an averago of only two 
in each village. Tho average pay is not 
quite Rs. 15 per annum. 

55. The number of patwaris has been raised from 32 to 40. Even 

now each patwari has an average cultivated 
Patwdris. arca 0 p 6,446 acres. But the fields are largo ; 

and the staff seems sufficient. The average pay of each man, at 5 por 
ceut. on the revenue of his circle, amounts to Rs. 122-14-7. Of the 
patwaris 3 are “Hindi Khwan” and 37 “Farsi Khw&n.” 

56. There aro 107 village watchmen in Muktsar. They are paid 
partly in cash and partly in grain. Their 
emoluments amount to Rs. G32 and 2,477 

mans of grain, per annum. 

57. Atrfifi, a lax on artizans, and dharat, a tax on sales, aro 

Atrfcll and dharat. lcvic f in , somG viIla S 0S Muktsar. The for¬ 

mer lias been considered in assessing. The 
estimated income from it will be found in the village note-books. 


Chankiddra. 


CHAPTER II.—Ir.AKA Mamdot. 


Situation, boundaries 
dimensions. 


and 


58. Iliika Mamdot is a narrow strip of country on the left bank 
of the Sutlej, situated between 30^27' and 
30 58'north latitude, and 74°10' and 7440' 
east longitude. It is about 36 miles long, 

in the direction approximately of N. N. E. to S. S. W. The averago 
breadth is between 9 and 10 miles. The area, according to tho profes¬ 
sional survey, made under the superintendence of Major II. C. 
Johnstone, in 1862-3, was 2,20,843 acres, or 345 square miles. Tho 
present measurements show an area of 2,22,039, or about 347 square miles. 
Owing to the action of the river, the area is constantly changing. TJius 
tho measurements showed the above arca and 319 villages ; but at tho 
end of tho settlement, the area was found to be 2,26,613 acres, and the 
number of villages 326. In assessing, tho measurement figures were 
alone available. Mamdot is bounded on tho N. W. by tho Sutlej, on 
theS. E. by Farfdkot and Muktsar proper, on the N. E. by Ferozopore 
tahsil proper, and on tho S. W. by the Wattu pargana of the Fazilka 
tahsil, in zila Sirsa. Mamdot belongs partly to tahsil Muktsar, partly 
to tahsil Ferozepore ; 193 villages aro attached to the former ; 133 to tho 
latter. 

59. 


Though Mamdot is very small, still it includes three distinct 
descriptions of country. Near the river the 
ground lies low and is flooded annually. 
Cultivation is here entirely “sailfiba.” Inland, 
the aroa irrigated from wells and that dependent on rain are very nearly 


Different, kinds of country 
in llamdot. 
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equal; while still further east, woll-eultivatlon Is almost Impracticable, 
and the crops grown are entirely "Mr&ni.” Much of the rain cultiva¬ 
tion in the central part of the iliika is carried on in depressions in the 
ground, which formerly made part of a series of nullahs and drainage 
channels. A clean-cut well definod old watercourse, called the Sukhnai, 
runs down the whole length of Manidot. Concerning this nullah, as 
regards its course in Ferozepore proper, Mr. Brandreth writes:— 
“Notwithstanding its winding courso, tho hanks of this channel aro so 
regularly formed as to induce some persons to think it entirely 
artificial. More probably, however, it was originally the natural 
course of a nullah, but has been cut and shaped into a canal 
to a cortain extent by man’s hands. Its width is 100 leet, and its 
depth about 6 or 7 feet. Up to 15 or 20 years ago, a small quantity 
of water is said to havo flowed through it.” In my Montgomery 
settlement report I have suggested the posibility of this nullah being 
the connecting link between the Bein of tho Jullundur Dodb and the 
Sohdg of the Bfiri Dodb. A branch of tho Sukhndi debouches into 
tho Sutlej near Kobhdi, almost opposite the mouth of tho Sohdg. 

60. Mamdot presents the usual aspect of most Punjab districts ; 

Aspoot Ol Mamdot .oil,. thflt an apparently level plain ; but the 
ground risos from west to east. 1 he soil to 
the east Is sandy, elsewhere it is generally a soft loam, know’ll as 
“gasra." Occasionally some hard clay is found. This is called “karrar." 
A considerable portion of the ildka, especially towards the south-east, 

Vegetation still covered with low jungle of ivan and 

jhand, among which some kilcars are to be 
tnet. Elsewhere tho kilcar is not uncommon. It is planted by the 
people, who depend on it principally for their agricultural implements, 
including the wood-work of tho wells. It is only since tho introduc¬ 
tion of English rule that any attention has been paid to tho rearing of 
trees. Tho usual grasses are found in Mamdot; khabal, dub, londk, 
pauni, khdwwi, dhaman and chimbar. In good years tbo grass is 
abundant and fine. In somo of the midland villages, large tracts are 
overgrown with “sari - ” (saccharum moonja) ; and tho proprietors derive 
annually a considerable profit from its sale. The presence of this 
plant seems invariably to denote a poor light soil. 


61. Thero aro no minos or quarries in Mamdot. In a few villagos 
... , , , to the cast, such as Jhok Tahl Singbw&la, 

mes, an ar, en tpetre. MalhiiwfUa and Bhribra, kankar is found in 
small quantities at a depth of three or four foet from the surface. The 
supply is too small to furnish an article of commerce. In Mamdot khas, 
Baghcki, Khandhaw&la and Jhok Tahl Singhw&la, saltpetre is manu¬ 
factured from the scrapings of old village sites, streets, brick-walls and 
similar places. Tho zammddrs are paid Ks. 3 a pan by the licensed 
manufacturers. 


62. Ordinary game is fairly plentiful. Deor aro more than usually 
Wild animals, numerous, as might ho expected where so 

much of the country is wooded, and large 
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areas aro preserved, while cultivation iH extensive and water close at 
hand. An odd wolf is now and then seen, but there are no other beasts 
of prey. 

63. The climate of Mamdot is, on the whole, good. Hot winds 
blow, and the summer is hot. But the country 
Climate. Public health. is probably better off than Lahore or 
Ferozepore in this matter. No statistics of 
rain-fall are available, but it is sufficient to bring unirrigated crops to 
maturity in tolerably hard soil. In the adjoining rain-guage stations, 
the rain-fall per annum appears to be as follows :—Ferozepore, 25 inches, 
Chiinifm 14 5 inches, Kasur 14 5 inches, Hujra 8 22 inches, F&zilka 12 
inches, and Muktsar 12 J inches. Public health is generally good, though 
fever and ague are prevalent after the rains, in the villages near the 
river. 


64. There aro no metalled roads in Mamdot. A fair unmotalled road, 

Communications. that from Fazilka to Ferozepore, runs down the 

Sariis. Carriage whole length of the ilaka. A road from Mukt¬ 

sar to the Sutlej crosses this near Bagheki, and 
there are minor roads leading to the ferries. The village roads have 
been improved and put in good order during the settlement. There are 
8 ferries, with 37 boats. Of these 5, with 25 boats, communicate with tho 
Lahore district, aud the others with Montgomery. There are good sarais, 
with encamping-grounds, and accommodation for European travellers at 
Bagheki, Mohanko aud Kila Nau. Carts are kept, but traffic is carried 
on chiefly by means of camels and donkeys. 

65. There are no largo towns and but few villages in Mamdot. 

Principal places. Tho m0st important aro the following:— 


Mamdot with 
Karme „ 

Kobhai „ 
Panjuke „ 
Bahmniwala „ 


606 houses and a 

population 

of 2,510 

25S 

if 

1,103 

100 „ 

II 

997 

167 „ 

H 

988 

127 „ 

II 

665 


persons. 

11 


66 . Rather good black pottery is made at Bahmniwfila; and in Mam- 
Manufactures dot itself there are some skilful smiths who can 

turn out fair guns, swords and other iron work. 
There are also some turners at Mamdot. Otherwise, there are no manu¬ 
factures besides those usually found in agricultural tracts. As regards 
trade, Mamdot is favorably situated in close proximity to to the two 
Trode large river marts of Ferozepore and Ffizilka. 

The Extra Assistant Settlement officer estimates 
the value of tho annual imports and exports at Rs. 4,62,1)69; but 
Rs. 1,00,000 of this sum are on account of goods simply passing 
through. Tho principal exports are wheat, barley, gram, jowar, sarhon, 
cotton and a littlo wool; while the imports consist in the main of molas- 
soS, sugar, salt and cloth. Almost all tho trade is carried on through 
Fazilku or Ferozepore. 
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67. The census returns of 1808 gave the population of llamdot 
Population. Agricultural as 45,708 persons, an average of 320 inhabi- 
tribes. tants tp each square mile of cultivation. 

The most important tribes arc the Dogars, Arains, Mahtarns and 
The nogars Wattus. Tho Dogars are the chief clan. 

They are divided into two main branches, 
one of which claims to be ClnihAu and tho secend PuwAr 
RAjputs. Little is known of their early history; hut they seem 
to have beeu located on the Indus or very low down the Sutlej, 
and to have come gradually up Lite Bari DoAb and finally crossed aver 
into Mamdot. About a century and a quarter ago they were still in 
force about Pakpattan. The Dogars have always had a bad reputation 
for lawlessness and turbulence. They are said to be lazy and habitual 
cattle thieves. A long account of this tribe will bo found in the appen¬ 
dix to the Fcrozepore settlement report. The Pawar Dogars do not 
appear to be getting on as well as their Chulian brethren. The Dogars 
hold 98 villages, with an area of 52,917 acres, and paying a revenue of 
Rs. 19,081. Tho Arains are a hard working industrious tribe, with tho 
reputation of being skilful husbandmen. They know next to nothing 
about til iir oarly history. According to their account, they were Rajputs, 
Tho Arains settled at Uch, and were made Muhammadans 

by force iu tho reign of Shahab-ud-dm Ghori. 
But they are not quite certain whether the king was ShahAb-ucl-dm 
or Aurangzeb. They own 24 villages with an area of 17,737 acres 
assessed at Rs. 8,840. The Mahtams are also an industrious tribo. 
Thu Mahtams They came into Mamdot from the ChuniAu 

. J tahsil ; but their original location appears to 

hsrve boon about Delhi. They own 25 villages, with an area of 12,070 
Thu Wattus acres and a revenue of Rs. 4,536. The Wattua 

are found chiefly'in the south-west corner of the 
ilAka, opposite theMontgomerydistrict. They are very little better than 
the Dogars. Though few iu numbers, they enjoy the luxury of a bitter 
feud among themselves. On one side is the zaildar of KobhAi, on tire 
other the zaildAr of Atari, iu Dipalpur. Their 10 villages contain 14,355 
acres, and are assessed at Ks. 3,394. Miscellaneous Muhammadan tribes, 
lidinnt ulans who claim to be RAjputs, such as Betus, Joyas, 

Mohils, Dhudhis, &c., with somo Bhattis, hold 26 
villages, with an area of 18,859 acres, and paying a revenue of Rs. 0,202. 
Tho Nawab owns very nearly ouc-third of the whole ilaka. 

08. Tho history of Mamdot is recorded in paras. 02-67 of the 
History Ferozoporo settlement report and in the appen¬ 

dix thereto. And further information will bo 
found in Mr Griffin’s History of the Punjab Chiefs, page 52-57. It will 
be sufficient to state here that, in 1800, Kutb-ud-din KliAn, brother of 
tho Afghan chief of Kasur, conquered Mamdot from the RAja of 
Faridkot. On the capture of Kasur by Ranjit Singh in 1807, Kutb-ud-din 
Khan, who had succeeded his brother, was obliged to retire to 
Mamdot, which he held subject to the cliaige of furnishing 100* 
troopers, Kutb-ud-din KhAn was succeeded, about 1831, by his son 

F 


assessed at Rs. 8,846. 1 

The Mahtams. 

hsrve boon about Delhi. 
The Wattus. 


lldjput clans. 


History. 
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Jamfd-ud-diu KhSn, who was made a “Nawtib” by the English Govern¬ 
ment on the annexation of the Punjab, and invested with extensive 
.powers. He abused these, and was removed from Mamdof in 18. >3. 
Since then Mamdot has been administered by the English Government, 
through the Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepore. One-third of the 
income, of the il.lka is kept to defray the expenses of administration ; the 
other two-thirds are paid over to the Nawab. Jn.inal-ud-dui Khan died 
in 1803, and was succeeded by his brother Jalal-ud-dm Khan, the 
present Nawfib, to the exclusion of his sons, who wore deeply involved 
in JamtU-ud-diu Khan’s evil courses. Since then the Nawab has been 
allowed to return to Mamdot. 


00. As regards houses and clothes, there is no difference of any 
Houses. importance between the state of things in 

Clothing. Muktsar, described in paras. 11 and If, and 

that in Mamdot. But it is to bo remembered that only one-third of 
the people of Muktsar are Muhammadans, while more than four-fifths 
arc in Mamdot. 

70. Although wheat is grown to a considerable extent in Mamdot, 
-IcockI yet the us<> ^ fiS an article of diet is-limited. 

The people find it move advantageous to 
sell their wheat and live on the inferior grains. As in Muktsar, the 
people generally eat thick cakes, baked in the hot weather at the public 
oven, and during the cold weather on a griddle at home. These cakes 
are made of jowar, bajra, gram, inakkai, barley, wheat and gram mixed 
or wheat and barley mixed. They arc eaten with “ dal ” or “ sfig. ” 
The use of greens, or “ sag, ” is more common than in Muktsar, as might 
be expected. Butter milk is consumed in largo quantities, both l»y 
itself and with dry bread. 


71. There are no markets in Mamdot. There are no periodical 
.. , _ . fairs or religious gatherings of any iinport- 

' i, '‘~ i, ! ^ anee. At the largest not more than a 

couple of hundred peoplo collect together. 


72. The “ seekers of knowledge ’’ are still fewer in proportion to 

Education tlm population than in Muktsar. There is 

only one school under Government control, 
that at Mamdot town. Here 40 pupils receive instruction, of whom 10 
belong to the agricultural classes. 

73. There is one than a, Mohnnke, in Mamdot; subordinate to it is 

Police divisions. the chauki of Bagheki. Thero is a chauki 

at Is. i la- "Nan too, ■whieli is subordinate to the 
thfma of .Ferozepore. The Bagheki chauki is situated near the sarai 
and encamping ground, in the vicinity of Liidhuwi'da. 

74 The cattle and other live-stock of Mamdot do not enjoy any 
Live-stock. special celebrity. The country is well suited 

for cattle-rearing, lying along the river and 
possessing largo tracts of uncultivated land affording good pasturage. 
As elsewhere, cattle-keeping is giving way to agriculture ; hut the Dogars 
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and Wattas retain much of their predilection for the former pursuit'. 
Sheep and goats aro common; they are kept principally in the.southern 
and south-eastern parts of the ihika, ns the uncultivated blocks of land 
are mostly found there. Male buffaloes aro in Borne places used in 
working wells ; but generally they are-sold to people of the Manjha. or 
Amritsar. It is said that cows and buffaloes in the Rohi, or sandy 
eastern portion of the ihika, produco five calves to four ])roduced in 
the other portions. This is attributed to the superior quality of the 
grass in the Rohi. But I cannot vouch for the correctness of the report. 
The price of stock does not differ much from that current in Muktsar; 
hut bullocks cost from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 less, and buffalo-cows from Rs. 5 
to Rs. 10 more, in Maindot: Some wool is exported to Fazilka, The- 
amount is estimated at about 500 mans per annuriu 


75. The present is the first regular settlement of Mnmdot. The 
last summary settlement was made by 
Muhammad Sultan Khan, Extra Assistant 


Assessment circles. 


Commissioner. lie divided the country into four chaks, the length and 
breadth of each of which are in the same direction as the longth and 
breadth respectively i>f the ihika. These chaks were called the Hi tar, 
Utar, Dhora and Rohi. This division has been maintained at tho 
present settlement, though the difference in quality between the Utar 
and Uhova chaks is not very marked. Arranged in order according to 
their capabilities, the chaks stand thus — 


r. 

ii. 


Dhora. 
U tar. 


Ill. 

IF. 


Hi tar. 
Rohi. 


The Dhora chak extends only half way down tho parganah, and’ 
Thu Dhora iss cut into two parts by somo projecting 

J villages of the Utar circle. It derives its 

name from lying higher than the chaks to the west, as “Dhora” means 
"highland.” There are numerous depressions in tins ground, affording 
facilities for barani cultivation. The country is otherwise generally 
level, with slopes to the cast and west,. The soil is mostly “gasra, ” but 
there is some “ karrur. ” More than half the cultivated area is irrigated 
from wells. Water lies about *20 feet below tho surface. Tho principal’ 
crops are wheat ( 30 per cent.,) jowar ( 2!) per cent.) and barley ( 2t 
percent). The people are mostly Hindu Juts, A rains, and Gujars. 
The Utar chak lies between the Dhora or II >hi and tho Jlitar. It is 
... TT , / not unlike the Dhora ; hut the soil is more 

sandy, and in places bad. homo laud is 
Hooded by the river (17 per cent.), and the rest of the cultivated area is 
dependent on rain or wells, in nearly the same proportion as in tho 
Dhora. Water is found two or three feet nearer tho surface than in 
the-latter circle. The principal crops aro wheat ( 32 per cent,), jovvfir 
(27 per cent.) and barley (20 per emit,). A rains, Mali tarns, D- gars, 
Muhammadan Rajputs and Wattus are the chief tribes. Tho Hitur 
The Hitdr chak is a narrow strip of land along the 

river, Most of it is under water every 
year. Tlio soil varies very much, as its character depends greatly on 
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the deposits of the Sutlej. The depth of the water from the surface 
changes at different seasons. In the dry weather, before the river rises, 
it is not more than 13 feet. 94 per cent, of the cultivation is “ sail aba,” 
and nearly nil the rest “ luirani. ” Wheat (37 per cent.) and masar (12 
per cent.) are the crops mostly grown. The Hi tar villages are, as it 
were, for the most part, “ mahals ” of the Utar villages ; and so tho 
agricultural population is much the same in both chaks. Tho Hold 
The Rohi cliak lies to the extreme east. Tho soil is 

generally sn.ndv, and cultivation is almost 
entirely “ barfini." Water is about 40 feet from the surface. It is 
occasionally brackish, while in the other clinks it is sweet. The crops 
chiefly raised are barley (31 per (amt ), jowiir (28 per cent.), ha jrii (21) 
per cent.), and moth (12 per cent.). The population consists mostly of 
Hogars, Muhammadan Rajputs, Hindu flats and A rains. 


70. According to the original measurements, the total cultivated 
. , , area of Mamdot was 89,818 acres, of which 

4(),0L2 acres, or ol per ceut. were under 
rnhi crops, and 43.800 acres, or 49 per cent, under kharif crops. Tho 
principal crops with the areas they oecupj r , are the following :—■ 


Rabbi Crops, 

A cron. 

Kharif Crops. 

Acres. 

Wheat . . 

20.fi2o 

il owur ,. • 

21,747 

r.avlcv ... ... . 

tti.ir.qj 

T?*l j l*tl ■ • a a ••• 

6,017 



M .'1 }l ■ a • a a a • • » • < ♦ 

6,473 

Cram ... . 

l,v:o 

Md 'ill ... ... a a a • • • 

4.117 

Durum . 

so:i 

O' )t t Oil a a a a a a 111 all 

2,207 



i iiarri ••• ••• ••• ••• 

1,153 


I , , ^ 

Til . 

1,121} 


The area under superior crops,such as sugar-cane, poppy and tobacco, 
is very small, amounting to only 13 acres, 18 acres, and 170 acres, respec¬ 
tively. The following table shows the percentages of the different 
classes of crops in the four elmks:—• 


Pliora ... i 

Class I H p. c. I CiiiPaS IT. (JO p. c. ; 

1 

(.Hass Til 2fi p. c. 

Class IV 8 p. o. 

rtuv ... j 

„ 6 „ i ., 02 „ 

i) »» ] 

i» 7 n 

1 lilac ... ! 

2 „ 1 „ 60 „ 

„ 45 „ 

•i & ll 

Rohi 

„ . .. 3» .. 

It 1) 

12 „ 


77 . In my report on the revised sett'oment of Montgomery, I 
have described the system of agriculture 
Aj_uiruiyne. prevailing in that district in detail. There 

is no essential difference between it and that practised in Mamdot in 
the sailaba and chiihi chaks ; while the Rohi chak resembles in this 
respect the adjoining circles of Muktsar. Minor differences there are, 
but I have not had an opportunity of thoroughly examining this point. 
There are a good many kacha wells in Mamdot; tho proportion of 
double-wheeled wells to single-wheeled weds is only as 1 to Id. A kacha 
well costs from Rs. 15 to Rs. 20, and a brick-lined single-whcolcd well 
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from Rs. 100 to Rs. 400. Tn Mamdot, contrary to tho custom in Mont¬ 
gomery, the number of cogs of tlio horizontal driving wheel is 32. Wells 
to bo worked by a single bullock are occasionally Been. In these tho 
“ eliAkli ” or usual vertical wheel, is wanting ; and tho cogs of tho 
“ chakal,” or horizontal wheel, work in the prolonged spokes of the 
" hair,” the wheel over hanging the well, on which the water-buckets 
axe suspended. Tho bullock in this case walks round the well, instead 
of in a circle at ono aide of it. The averago quantity of seed-grain is as 
follows wheat, 40 seers; barloy, 28 seers ; gram, 16 seers ; rnakki, 12 
seers; jo war, 3 4 seers; maaar and chur&l, 10 seers; ina.li, 14 seers; 
cotton,' 8 seers ; kangni, 3 seers ; and china, 74 seers. Tho amount of 
sood-graiu is, however, by no means constant. It varies according as it 
is sown by the drill or broadcast, and as tho cultivation is ohahi, saihiba 
or bfcvftni, and as the soil is hard or soft,. Thus in sailaba land, 7 to 
8 seers of jowar are sown : in light soil, 32 seers of wheat would bo 
sufficient; ami 17 seers of barley are sown with the drill. The general 
rulo is that crops on biir vni or sail iba land are sown with the drill, and 
on land irrigated from wells, broadcast. Bajra is, however, sown broad¬ 
cast, and so"are other inferior crops, such as chural, masar, &c. An 
average pair of bullocks will break up about half an acre in the day ; 
but in tho Rohi they will do half as much again. Ploughing is of two 
kinds. In one tho work is done roughly ; this is called “ mot.i vxlhi 
harna.” In the other the work is done more carefully, and the furrows 
are closer to ■’•other. This is called " nik.ki wall t kirud." About five- 
eighths of an acre of "gnsrnh land can ho irrigated in a day from a single- 
wheeled well, and half as much more “ karrar ; ” but then the latter soil 
has to be watered oftener than the former; and so it comes to much tho 
* sumo thing in tho long run. As regards agricultural implements, 
nothing need be said, except that the plough used is always tho “ hal ” 
and not the “ munna.” 


78. According to the returns prepared for the assessment report, 
there were 3,351 cultivating proprietors, and 
Areas occupied by pro- ;; [ 9 non-cultivating proprietors, with 7,093 
1 tenants, m Mamdot. tenants paymgrent in 

cash, that, is to say, paying nothing more than the revenue and the extra 
cesses, occupy 5,150 acres. Tenants paying rent in kind occupy 
46,257 acres. The number of tenants of the former class is 626. Thus 
the holding of each cultivating proprietor is on an average 11 £ acres ; 
of each tenant, paying rent in cash, N j acres; and of each tenant whose 
vent, is taken in kind 6 J acres. These areas do not appear excessive, 
if the large extent of uuirriagted cultivation is considered. 


79. Bent in cash, as distinguished from rcvnive, is unknown 
here, as in Muktsar. The system of dividing 
>cn ' the produce is somewhat different. In land 

irrigated from wells, the proprietor gets no share of the straw, so 
lonw as the tenant feeds merely his agricultural cattle on it. In other 
cases the proprietor gets one share less of the straw than of the grain ; 
thus, if ho gets l of the grain, lie gets only J of the straw; and if lie gets 
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1 of the "rain, he receives only 4 of the straw, and so on. Tenant* 
are also allowed to sow a certain area with fodder for the well-bullocks. 
This area varies from threo to four acres per well ; the former 
area being usual in the Dhora,. the latter in the Ut/ir clmk. But in 
Mamdot Kiwis,, the straw of ah classes of cultivation is said to bo- 
divided. Tiro percentages of the area hold by tenants in each clialc at 
tho ditferant rates of “ batiu ” arc shown in tire following form: — 


Omk. 

Percentage 

1 

if area in-wliu 

i 

h “batni” is 

i 

Average share of 
ict produce-taken by 
the proprietor, 

DH'ira 


100 


•250 

Cull- 

i-s 

67 5 

h 

■230 

Hilar 

21 

72 

4 

•208 

Hold 

‘ 

47 

83 

•223 


80. Tiro kamins of Mamdot are tho same as. those of Muktsar, and 

there is no difference in tho duties they 
vam have to perform. Where there ate wells, tho- 

kamins are tho carpenter, potter, blacksmith and sweeper; where- 
there is no artificial irrigation, the potter is not reckoned a kamfn. The 
sweeper is paid according to the amount of out turn ; in case of 
dispute his dues aro reckoned at 5 per cent, of the produce. In tho- 
Dhora and Utar ehaks, the carpenter gets 2.1 mans of grain at the rabl 
harvest, and 2 mans at the khaiif harvest, per well. In uuirrigated lauds 
ho gets 4- topas per plough, in each harvest. In the Hit,'ll- and Rohi chaks, 
the plough rate is the same; but the well-rate is half a man less, each 
harvest. Tho potter is paid as tho carpenter. The blacksmith gets, 
ono half wluit tho carpenter does in respect of wells ; but on b A rani and 
sailaba lands both are paid alike. On uuirrigated lands tho wages of 
the kamins are deducted from the common heap before division of 
the produce. Similarly on well-lands, except as regards the black¬ 
smith’s duos. These the tenant has to pay. The following deductions 
also are made before division ; I paropi pm-man of the owner’s share, to 
pay the weighmnu ; one top i per man of the owner's share for village 
expenses, or malikana; and one topa per stack, wages of the watchman 
(muhassil). Tho settlement record of each village should bo referred to 
in cases of dispute. All the miscellaneous dues, such as bundles of straw, 
&c., are duly recorded therein. There is no fixed general rule on the 
subject. 

81. Traders dealing with the outside world, and in large villages 
Menaures of weight and like Mamdot, use the Government seer in 

capacity. their transactions. But among the people, 

measures of capacity and not of weight are commonly employed. 
These measures are the “paropi” and “tnpa” Four paropis make one topa; 
foil (“topas one “pdi;” four pais one man. Two topas are iu use; the Dogar’s 
topa,which contains from 3J to 4 seers of wheat; and the Wattu’s topa, 
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Valuo of land. 


which contains only 3 seers of wheat. The Dogar’s topa is current also 
in a few villages in tho extreme north of Muktsar proper. 

82. As regar ds the value of land, the returns showed an area of 2,f>07 
acres, assessed on an avorago at annas 2-7 per 
acre, had been sold for Ks 3,515. This gives 

the price per acre as Rs, 1-5-7. The bulk of this land lay in the Utar 
chak. 'J’ho mortgaged area appeared to be 4,0(30 acres, assessed at annas 
7-10 per acre. The amount realized was Rs. 10,087-15-0, equivalent to Rs. 

2- 10-1, per acre. More than half tho area mortgaged was in the Dliora 
and one quarter in the Rohi chak. Tho highest average amount, Rs. 

3 - 7-2 per acre, was realized in tlie latter chak, Per rupee of Government 
revenue, the amount realized by sale was Rs. 8-5-8, and by mortgage Rs. 
5-5-11. Until the circumstances of each sale and mortgage are known 
it is not possible to draw any reliable conclusions from these figures. 

83. In the following table tho average prices of wheat, barley, 

. . jowfiv, Mira and moth for different periods 

Rise in prices. ■!, , . ,, n , , 1 . 

from 1841 to 1871, are shown. The nso in 

prices is here fairly marked. That it is not more so may be attributed 

to the same causes as in Muktsar, viz., the great extension of cultivation 

and tho inferiority of all the grains except wheat: — 


Period. 

A veiapu price 

> (hi Beers per rupee) of 

Wheat, 

Burley. 

Jowdr. 

Baj rs. 

| Moth. 

1811-1846 

118-8 

1-9-3 

1-3-0 

36-8 

1-4-5 

1847-1851 

85-13 

1-3-0 

S9-10 

1-1-6 

34-10 

1852-1866 

1-10-6 

1 -32-3 

1-27-10 

1-20-1.3 

1-34-13 

1857-1861 

1-14-3 

2-2-3 

1-27-10 

1-19-3 

1-23-6 

1862-1866 

88-0 

1-9-10 

1-5-13 

03-3 

.32-3 

1867-1871 

24-0 | 

37-9 

32 0 

i ' 

26-3 

, 

26-0 

1841-1856 (16 year*) 

1-1-6 

1-13-8 

01-9-1 

1-5-10 

wmm 

1857-1871 (15 years) 

39-1 

1-16-7 

1-8-2 

89-9 



The influence of neighbouring markets, with a moro certain agricultural 
condition, is shown in the greater rise in prices in Mamdot, compared 
with Muktsar. The price-currents were prepared as usual from the 
bauniah’s books, showing their transactions with tho zamindars. In 
making the produce estimates, price-currents prepared by the district 
officer for the whole district were used. The above figures wero 
obtained by the settlement department, as tho result of independent 
enquiry. 


8 t. Many of the estates in Mamdot are of recent origin; and 
Tenure?! many more are owned by' the Nawab. Jt is 

then natural that tho zammdnri form of 
tenure should predominate. Tho number of villages at the end 
of tho settlement, belonging to the different classes of tenure, 
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were found to bo:— 

73 
93 

17 
75 

Bhy/ichfirah ... ... ...CS 

Tho Bhy/lchfirah form Is gradually increasing in number, at the expense 
of both the other forms. 


Zanrind&ri 

Pattiddri 


1 rr f Landlord 
' ' \ Communal 

( Perfect ... 
" \ imperfect 


85. 

Fonnor settlements. 


The fiscal administration of the Nawab of Mamdot was not 
such as to call for imitation. The advan¬ 
tage of an examination of it seems inconsider¬ 
able. When English administration was first introduced, a lump-sum 
revenue of Its. 12,000 for each harvest was fixed; and tho people wero 
left to distribute this over the villages as they pleased. Next year 
tho jama was raised to Its, 23,323-8-0, and was distributed in the 
same manner. In 185G, Muhammad Sultan Khan, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, made a summary settlement., measuring up the cultivated 
area and fixing certain rates per acre, and deducting from them 
the jama each village was to pay. At that time there were only 240 
villages in tho iliilca. Since then 70 blocks of waste land have 
been formed into new estates, and 16 more estates have been added by 
action of tho liver. In 1851) and 1860, a considerable number of villages 
wero measured up with a view to a regular settlement ; but work was 
stopped before any great progress had been made. 


Tho revenue rates adopted by tho assessing officer, with the 
rate at which his jamas fell on cultivation 
in each chak, aro shown in this form :— 


86 . 


Former revenue rates 



Revenue Rates, i>eb ache. 

Rate pier aero, of 

Chat. 

Chdhi. 

Siti1 db ft. 

Iiiiruni. 

jam ft on cultivation 
(assessed). 

Dhora 

Its. A. P. 
1 6 0 

cp y 

Ua. A. P. 
0 0 0 

Ra. A. I\ 

1 0 6 

Hit£r ... 

1 fi 0 

0H0 

0 8 0 

H 3 

TJtir 

1 3 0 

OHO 

0 7 0 

16 6 

Ilohi ... ... j 

1 0 0 

... 

0 6 0 

7 6 


87. The statistics of last settlement are meagre. No information 
Statistics Of past and exists concerning the population, cattle or 
i^rese^t settlement com- ploughs, then in Mamdot; and so it' is not 
P arod - known what progress has since beeQ made as 
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regards those resources. The increase in the cultivated area and in the 
number of wells can, howovor, be shown :— 


Chat. 

CULTIVATED 

AREA. 

Ibbiqatbd area. 

Whbels 

(Takka). 

Wheels 

kaoha. 

iNCBEABB. 

a» 

a 

Ih 

£ 

fef 

o 

A 

i 

CD 

h 

o 

a 

A 

3 

A 

Now. 

6 

1 

u 

5 

jA 

T! 

a> 

1 

A 

fit 

o 

A 

Formerly. 

Ss 

o 

Pakka, 

Total, 

Dhora 

13,438 

21,253 

7,815 

8,049 

11,295 

2,646 

182 

303 

50 

38 

121 


Utar 

14,920 

24,702 

9,803 

7,901 

10,959 

3,058 

00 

210 

194 

67 

174 

37 

llit&r 

3,031 

10,092 

13,001 

62 

041 

679 


3 

2 

37 

a 

38 

liohi 

fi,077 

27,084 

21,004 

113 

343 

230 

12 

22 

3 


10 

7 

Total ... 

37,475 

89,818 

52,343 

10,725 

23,238 

6,513 


668 

249 

132 

308 

191 


These returns showed that, while the increase in total cultivation 
amounted to 139 per cent., the irrigated area had increased by only 39 
per cent. The greatest increase had taken place in the sandy Rohi 
chak, assessed at annas 6 tho acre; and the next greatest in the Iditdr 
sailuba circle. In wells considerable improvement was visible ; not 
only had tho total number of wheels increased, but also pnkka wells 
had largely superseded kaeha ones. As regards population, ploughs 
and cattle, although no figures wore available for comparison, yet it 
■was well known that considerable improvement had taken place. On 
the other hand, the revenue had also been raised from Rs. 33,786 to 
Rs. 45,779. Of the increase, some Rs. 10,000 were due to the action 
of the river in tho Hitdr chak, and Rs. 2,747 to the location of now 
villages. In one village an unnecessary reduction of jama, on 
account of alleged over-assessment, had taken place, but otherwise 
the causes of docroase were few and need not b9 mentioned 
further. 


88 . Taking tho kaolins’ dues at one-fourtoenth of the produce 
,, . . in the Dhora and Hitdr circles, and at one- 

’ 1 . thirteenth in the other two chaks, I calculated 

the owners’ share of the produce to be Rs. 1,56,925, in tho same way 
as I had done in Muktsar. This amount fell at Rs. 1-11-1L per acre 
on cultivation. At half net assets, the new jama should be Rs. 78,462. 
I proposed to take Rs. 65,334. In para. 42, reasons are given for 
believing the pi'oduce estimates too high to be safely followed. In 
Maimlot, there were other reasons also for not pressing too heavily on 
the people. They are, for tho most part, only half-reclaimed from a 
seuii-savage life; the capacity for expansion of cultivation in the 
individual villages is very unequal, the improvemet in irrigation js 
due to an expenditure of the capital of the agricultural classes, and 
both the haraui and sailaba cultivation are precarious. 


a 
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89. The tahsilddr proposed to assess at Rs. 57,174. The Extra 
. Assistant Settlement Officer’s estimate came 

' ' 8 ‘ a ‘ k, ' to Rs. 58,913. Taking tho former revenue 

rates, the new jama should be Rs. 65,389. No reason appeared for 
adopting lower rates, whatever might be thought of tho policy of 
raising thorn. 


90. The rates adopted in the adjoining tracts were considered. 
Rates in adjoining tracts. In the recently settled Lahoro circles on the 
Proposed rates. other side of tho Sutlej, they were found to be 

Its. 12 to 10 on wells, annas 14 to 10, on cultivation and annas 4, 
on land recently abandoned, In Dipalpur, the rates proposed were 
Rs. 9 per well; annas 8 on cultivation ; and annas 4 on land recently 
abandoned per acre. In the neighbouring Sirsa villages, the jama 
fell at ttnnas 12-2 per acre on cultivation. The revenue rates could 
not be ascertained. In Ferozoporo, to the north, the rates varied from 
Rs. 1-8-0 to Rs. 1 per aero, on irrigated, and annas 8 to 10, on unirri¬ 
gated land. In Muktsar, the rate on cultivation varied from annas 8 
to annas 4-10, per acre. After considering these rates, I proposed the 
following for Maindot:— 


Chak. 

Rates run 



Well. 

j Acre of 
| cultivation. 

! Acre of 

Jadi'd. 

Dohar 

Utur 

Hit dr 

Itohi 

Ks. 12 
„ 12 
„ 12 

As. 12 
„ 11 
„ 13 
,, 6 

An. 4 
„ 4 
„ i 
„ 4 

lls. IS,814 
„ 21,030 
„ 14,440 
10,412 

As. 14 2 

„ 13 IV 
„ 13 10 
.,0 2 

Total 



... 

„ 05,335 j 

| ,, 11 8 


These ratos involved an increase ofRs. 19,565, or 43 per cent, on 
tho current revenue. 


New extra cosses. 


91. The extra cosses were to be raised 
2 J per cent,, viz .:— 

1 per cent., on account of zaildfir’s cess; 

1 „ „ „ of head lambardar’s cess; 

$ „ „ „ of district dak cess. 


92. Theso proposals were sanctioned by His Ilonor the Lieutenant 
Orders of Government. Governor for a term of 20 years ; and it was 
directed that tho new assessments were to 
come into force from the kharlf harvest of 1872-73. 


93, When I'came to assess each villago separately, it was noccs- 
Fiscal reenlte. sary to deviate from the proposed revenue 

rate jamas. A considerable number of wells 
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were protected by pattahs, and so the land irrigated by them could be 
assessed at unirrigated rates only. Since the measurements 1,070 
acres of cultivation and 39 wells had been swept away by the river. 
The first of these facts caused an initial loss of Rs. 684, and the latter 
of Rs. 2,008-10-0, according to the rates. On the other hand, some 
villages derived considerable profits from their waste lands, by tho sale 
of " muuj ” and “ kdna,” or grazing cattle. It would manifestly have 
been unfair to assess such villages with reference to their cultivation 
only. I usually assessed their extra waste land at Rs. 10 per hundred 
acres, much below the average tirni rates of Mamdot. Owing to these 
causes, the initial jama of the ildka was fixed at Rs. 63,993, or at 
Rs. 1,342 less than the revenuo rate jama. 


94. On the whole, the leases wero taken up without much demur. 
t w No pressure was used to induco the people to 

accept them. In some cases, enquiry had to bo 
mado concerning an alleged decrease in resources. Ultimately only two 
villages, owned by one man, refused to accept; and even he came round 
on getting a total reduction of Its. 18. I had wished to hold one 
villago (Alfiiko) “ khdm,” but tho Deputy Commissioner did not 
approvo of this, and as tho lamhardars claimed their right to 
engage, after refusing at first, I had to give them tho lease. I hopo 
that few instances will be found whero the new jamas press heavily. 
Tho greatest pressure will probably be in the tract about Mohanko. 


95. Tho 

Progressive jatnaa, 


“ ktimil ” jama will amount to Rs. 67,440. An 
increase of Rs. 885 is taken after five, and of 
. Rs. 2,562 after 10 years. The reasons for 
progressive incroase were, (1; that tho periods of protection to wells 
will expiro in about 10 years ; (2) that it did not appear advisable to 
assess somo villages at the full ratc-jama immediately; (3) that it 
seemed only fair to tako a future increaso from villages in which it 
might reasonably be expected that cultivation would oxtond consider¬ 
ably. Tho gonoval principle kept in view was that where half tho 
area of the villago was cultivated no progressive jama should be 
fixed. Where less was cultivated, I assumed that half the area want¬ 
ing to make up the half would be cultivated in five, and the other half 
in ton years ; and tho areas thus obtained were assessod at the revonue 
rates. This was tho general principle ; but, of course, the circumstances 
of each villago were considered. I did not make any condition that 
land was to be cleared; and I do not admit that my progressive 
jamas can be looked upon as a cause of tho swallowing up of Mamdot 
by the sands of Sirsa (as anticipated by one officer), even assuming 
that there are sands which could ovorwhehn Mamdot. As long as there 
is a market in Ferozepore for charcoal, the people will not spare tho 
timber; and all I have done is to arrange that some one else besides 
the proprietors shall benefit from the destruction of the jungle. 

96. It was loft to the people to decide in what instalments 
they would pay tho revenue. They have 
settled to pay annas 10 in the rabbi and annas 


Kilts, 
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6 in the kharif instalments. The amount payable at each of the 
rabbi lusts is equal, and so is that of the kharif lusts. The dates are 
the samo as in Muktsar. 

97. The people were also left to distribute tho revenue of the 
village over the separate holdings, as in 
M uktsar. The methods adopted wore :— 

In 166 villages, according to ancostral shares. 


Internal rating. 


, 78 

»> 

„ customary shares.' 

, 21 

>» 

„ ancestral and customary shares. 

, 8 


„ shares in wells. 

, 19 

»i 

„ average rates. 

, 9 

*» 

„ soil-rates. 

. 28 


„ classes of land, as “ehAhi," “barAn 


98. 

JagirdAra. 

of this goneral rolation 
MAfie. 


&e. 

The rolation existing betwcon the NawAb and Government 
in respect of the whole iliika is that of jagir- 
dAr and the paramount power. Irrespective 
there are only two jitgir villages in Mamdot, 
assessed at Its. 77-5. The number of maafi 
plots is only 18. The area of them is 669 

acres, and the estimated revenue Its. 628. Among thorn are nine for 

tho maintenance of gardens and groves. As regards grants made by 
the Naw(U), it has been decided that ho must pay tho usual "nnzarAnA," 
on them. 

99. Zaildiirs were also appointed in Mamdot, mostly by 
Mr. Saunders. In number they amount to nine, 
of whom three aro Dogars; while a Wattu, a 

Mahtam, a SAyad (on tho part of the NawAb), a Sindhu, an Arain, and 
a Bhatti make up tho other six. Tho inAm averages Rs. 71, and 

„ , T , . ranges from Rs. 38-7-0 to Its. 127-9-0, per 

annum. Head lambardars were also appointed. 

100. No general enquiry was made into tho status of tho 
lambardars, although this was the first regular 
settlement. Tho present incumbents had 

occupied the post for a long time ; and no apparent advantage was to be 
gained by exciting discussion on the subject. Individual claims were 
hoard and decided. There are 422 lambardars. The average “ pachotra” 
is about Rs. 7j per annum. 

101, Formerly there wore 21 patwAris. Now there are 23. Of 
these 12 aro acquainted with the Persian character; 
11 with tho NAgri character only. The average 

cultivated area in each patwAri's circle is about 3,800 acres (allowing 
for decrease in the HitAr chak since measurements) ; and the average 
pay is very nearly Rs. 120 per annum. In six circles the patwari’s 
cess is Rs. 4 per cent., and in the others, Rs 5-8-0 per cent., on the jama. 

102, There are 86 village chaukidArs. They are paid in cash 
and grain. Thoiv wages amount annually to 
Rs. 2,109 with 24 inaunds of grain. 


ZaildArn. 


LambardAva. 


PatwAris. 


QiiaukidArs. 
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Pharnt and Atrifi, 


103. llharat is lovied in somo villages of 
Maindot. But Atriifi is not, with four excep¬ 
tions. 


104. Some notice of the Mamdot system of alluvion and diluvion 
Alluvion snd diluvion. and annual revision of assessment on sailfiba 
Annual eaUaba moasure- lands must be made. Every year, the increaso 
meutB - or decrease of area due to river action is ascer¬ 

tained by actual measurement. The saiMba area is found in the same 
way, and any change in the value of the sail&b is estimated by the 
officer deputed for the purpose. In case the sailab failed, the assess¬ 
ment was reduced to the “ bfirdni” rate of the ehak, unless the failure 
of the sailab had been accompanied by a deterioration in the quality of 
the soil. As the averago saildba rato was annas 14 the acre, and tho 
" baiAui " rato in the 11 tar and Ilitnr chaks was only annas 7 and annas 
8 per acre respectively, this reduction gave great relief in a tract where 
“ birfuii ” cultivation is possible. The saildba area was assessed 
according to its quality at from annas 4 to annas 14, por acre. If the 
difference betweon tho sum of the reductions givon for diluvion and 
failure or deterioration of sailab, and the sum of the increases taken for 
alluvion and the increase or improvement of the sailftb, does not oxeeod 
10 por cent, on tho jama, no change is made. If it does, tho jama 
is raised or reduced to the full extent of tho difference. In fact, every 
year tho chango in the valuo of tho village due to tho action of the river 
is considered. The ridiculous an,d ruinous system in force in Mont¬ 
gomery, by which no notice is taken of the failure or increase of saildb, 
has fortunately not been in forco here. It is to be hoped that it will 
% not be practically introduced owing to the new system of rating. This 
makes no distinction between barani and sailkba land, a general rate 
being put on cultivation. So the nativo officials, unable to go'out of 
the beaten track, may say : “ The sailab has failed, and a reduction to 
the b {Irani rato must take placo. The bardni rate is annas 13 ; there¬ 
fore annas 13 is the proper rate to impose.” If tho sailab fails, the 
jama should bo reduced at least to tho old ratos of annas 8 and annas 
7, On the othor hand, really good saildb could pay Rs. 1-8-0 without 
any difficulty ; so thero seems no need to koop to tho old plan of not 
assessing at a highor rate than annas 14. This plan was based on a 
misapprehension. “ The avorage sailab rate was annas 1.4 ; but if inferior 
saildba land pays only annas 4 per acre, it is obvious that good sailaba 
land ought to pay more than the average. Let the district officer 
believe one .who has seen the working of both systems; and if ho 
wishes his rivor villages to be prosperous and contented, let him be 
careful to avoid any approach to that iu force in Montgomery. 


CHAPTER III.— The Records of Rights. 

105. The Muktsar and Mamdot settlement has been during 
most of tho time it lasted under charge jjf 
Introductory. the Settlement Officer of Montgomery. The 

procedure adopted in preparing the record of rights has therefore 
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Procedure followed. 
The pedigree-table. 


Measurements. 
Scale of maps, 


been much the same as in Montgomery ; and as the system followed in 
that district has been described in part III of the revised settlement 
report, it will be sufficient here to repeat as briefly as possible the 
main outlines, and to notice the more essential differences between it 
and that pursued in Muktsar and Mamdot. 

106. Before the measurements commence, the munsamn goes to 
tho village and, with the aid of the patw&ri, 
draws up from statements of the people, and of 
tbe“mirftsi” or bard (if there is one), and 
from the last annual papers, the pedigree table, or shajra nasb. In 
this he enters the names of the proprietors, tracing back their descent 
to the original occupiers of the land, with other particulars bearing on 
their proprietorship. The patwitri then takeB two printed forms 
The China muntakhib. for eacb holding of each proprietor and tenant, 

The parcha, or title and fills in their names from the pedigree 

deed. table. Theso papers are the chitta muntakhib 

and the parcha. As tho measurements proceed, tho columns of these 
forms, showing each field, its area, class of soil, crop, and number of 
trees, &c., are filled up ; and finally the entries are totalled. The parcha 
is then made over to the proprietor or tenant, and he is told to satisfy 
himself of the correctness of the entries before he i’b called up for 
attestation. The chitta muntakhib is kept by the patwdri, The mea¬ 
surements were made with the plane-table, 
sight and chain. The scale on which the maps 
were drawn was 100 "karrams” to tho inch in. 
Muktsar and tho Itohi of Mamdot; and in other tracts, where the fields 
are smaller, 60 “ karrams ’’ to the inch. The " karram " here is 5 
feet long. Three “ karrams ” are equal to one kfm, and one square kiin 
h a maria. As then 20 marlas = l kanM, and 8 kankls=l ghomfio, the 
ghom&o is 36,000 squaro feet in extont. The acre is to the ghomtio 
as 1*21 to 1. In Montgomery, two copies of the field map were 
made on the spot. In Muktsar, only one was prepared, and the second 
copy was obtained by tracing from that drawn on the spot. In para. 
281 of tho Lahoro settlement report, Mr. Saunders mentions an amended 
system of record commenced in Muktsar. This consisted principally in 
combining tho khasra and muntakhib in one paper. After a good 
deal of work had been done in this way, orders were received to revert 
to the old system, and the work had to bo done over again. The 
advantages of the new plan are not very 
apparent. There was reason to behove that it 
would lead to work being shirked, owing to 
the trouble involved in hunting up each field in the combined 
paper; and it necessitated the preparation of a special index to enable 
the fields to be found. Tho accuracy required to make this index use¬ 
ful is gonerally not to be obtained. Like the abolition of tho w6jib-ul- 
arz, the new system only complicated the settlement record. After 
the measurements, the people aro called up; and their statements 
are recorded on the chitta muntakhib and on 
Attestations. several other papers concerning the accuracy of 

the entries in it, and the various relations of the people towards each 


New form of khasra and 
muntakhib combined. 
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Tho tntdik khitiwar. 


Fairing final attestation. 


other, the Government and non-agriculturists, arising out of their 

} >osition as proprietors or cultivators of the ground. After the patw&ri 
ins recorded these statements, the inunsarim, sadr munsarira and 
superintendent had to attest them. As in Montgomery, so here, the 
still more elaborate system of“tasdik khafSwdr,” 
with its different “ miBls, ” was introduced. 
The superintendent had to have the statements of those con¬ 
cerned in each holding taken down before him in the-form of a deposi¬ 
tion. Hero these statements were recorded in the form of question and 
answer. Towards the end of the settlement, permission was given to 
go back to the old system; and a still further step in the right direction 
was made in allowing the attestation of the Deputy Superintendent 
to bo final, in respect of entries concerning which there was no dispute. 
This rendered it possible to finish work much sooner thau would other¬ 
wise have been feasible. After attestation, th$ papers aro faired. The 
people are then once again called up. Each 
proprietor and tenant is informed of the entries 
in the faired copy of tho papers concerning him. 

The superintendent then gives a copy of the entry to the proprietor and 
tenant. It does not appear what further could he done to bring the con¬ 
tents of the settlement record to tho notice of those most interested in them. 

107. In Muktsar, orders were received to revert to the old plan, by 
which the wfijib-ul-arz formed a separate paper 
*ji>u -an. j n { j ie aett j e , nont recorc l ( early enough to render 

their execution practicable. Tho wdjib-ul-aiz has been drawn up with 
parallel columns, for the statements of the different classes of persons 
•affected by its conditions to be recorded side by side. 

108. The riwftj-dm, or record of usages and accepted rules, 
MiHcellnneeus remarks. was prepared by the Extra Assistant Settle- 
The rtwuj-um. ment Officer, in accordance with the directions 

laid down in the vernacular settlement manual. He also crossed tho 
river and drew up statements accompanied with maps, showing the 
tracts irrigated by the Sutlej inundation canals in the Lahore and 
Montgomery districts, and the customs prevailing with regard to the 
irrigation carried on from these sources of 
water-supply. The papers connected with the 
were forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner. The 
riverain laws prevailing on the banks of the 
Sutlej in and'opposite Mamdot were attested 
partly by Mr. Saunders, as Settlement Officer of Lahore, partly by me, 
and partly by the Extra Assistant Settlement Officer. 

109. Towards the end of the settlement it became necessary 
_ . to reconsider the status awarded to certain 

enau enquiry, tenants in Mamdot, who had been recorded 

as hereditary tenants at last settlement. The principle, according to 
which I have always directed my' subordinates to act, is that of 
" quieta non movere. ’’ Act XXVIII of 1868 is, however, by no means 
easy to interpret; and apparently, under some misconception of tno 
meaning of this act, some hereditary tenants were recorded as 
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non-hereditary at this settlement. On this being brought to notice 
by the settlement Commissioner, an investigation was made, and 
the original status restored where the tenants did not admit that 
they were non-hereditary, and were still in possession of the land, 
or of land given in exchange for that they formerly held. The total 
number of cases was only 232. In 1G3 of those the summary settle¬ 
ment entry was restored. , It should be understood that, in all cases 
where tho new records do not agree with the former settlement record, 
or with the last annual papers prepared before the present settlement 
began, and there is no proceeding expressly explaining the discrepancy, 
the new records have been incorrectly prepared, and, in respect of the 
discrepancy, are not entitled to any weight. 


110. Two questions of some importance, one connected wit}i the 
Tho Muktsar chnka. Muktsar chaks, the other with the Mamdot 

chaks, had to be decided. Tho Muktsar chaks 
formed Mr. Brandreth’s 33rd assessment circle, of which he says that 
it “ Comprizes those waste lands of ilaka Muktsar which have been 
separately marked off for settlement with other parties, as no reasonable 
expectation could be entertained of tho proprietors ever being able to 
cultivate them. A biswfUulari allowance of 5 per cent, on the jama 
however has boen fixed for them.” The points now to be decided were 
the statu8 of the lessees, and the persons with whom the settlement 
was to be made. Tho conditions made at last settlement were :—(1). 
The lessees were to bring one-twontioth of the waste land under culti¬ 
vation each year till the next settlement; which meant that in 10 
years they were to cultivate half the land of the chak. (2). They wore 
not, without the leave of the Government officers, to induce tenants or 
Muktsar to settle in the chaks. (3). They were to pay 5 per cent, on 
the jama to the original proprietors, as mitlikana. (4). If the above 
conditions were not fullfiled, Government might resume the land and 
give it to whom it pleased. Jn 25 cases conditional proprietary rights 
had been thus bestowed. As it appeared that the conditions had been 
fairly fulfilled, except in one caso, the lessees were recorded as sub- 
proprietors unconditionally and the settlement was made with them. 
The old “t&iukdari” allowance was maintained. In one case (that of chak 
Tainkot) the former conditions wore repeated. Three of the chaks had, 
subsequent to last settlement, reverted to the original proprietors, who in 
several other cases had retained possession of portions of the new grants. 


111. The questions connected with the Mamdot chaks were 

The Mamdot chaks. sira P le - While in M uktsar a few desultory 

petitions were the sole sign that the lessees 
knew their position was in dispute, in Mamdot close on 40 regular 
suits were introduced, for the purpose of having the right of proprietor¬ 
ship in these blocks of laud decided. The facts of the case seem to 
have been these : Nawab Jamdl-ud-dui Khfin would take nazariina from 
a man and put him in possession of another man’s village. This system 
did not conduce to the spread of cultivation, and led to the weakening 
ortho Nawiib’s authority. So, while the land was almost all waste, cer¬ 
tain enterpriziug individuals squatted in the Nawab’s jungle. This was 
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the state of things found when the Government took charge of the ilsika. 
At the settlement these squatters got possession of 15 villages; hut as 
they had no apparent proprietary rights, the column “owner’s name,” 
in the settlement record, remained blank. These villages were called 
“ mauzahs.” After the settlement, the De puty Commissioner formed 
70 blocks out of the waste lands of Mamdot. These were called “chak.” 
Oi these 70 blocks, 20 were reserved for grass and fuel preserves; 15 
jnore were subsequently added to these; S came into possession of 
the Nawtib; in 3 cases, the occupants subsequently got decrees of 
court declaring their ownership; and one chak was washed away by 
the Sutlej. There remained 35 “ chalcs. ” As regards the “ mauzahs,” 
the squatters got decrees in 11 instances, The other “ mauzahs” 
remained in dispute. The questions concerning tho Mamdot ehaks 
referred then to 12 “ mauzahs ” and 35 “ehaks” proper. As regards 
tho 35 ehaks proper, 2G were sold by auction by the Deputy 
Commissioner, and 9 were given away on payment of a slight 
naznrana, or without any such payment. On this being reported to 
tho Commissioner, ho replied that he had no objection to locate 
bond fide ousted zemindars (ousted by the N aw Alt's revenue system ) 
in convenient localities, and to give them cuhivatory leases. But to 
no other parties was ho anxious to give rip tho laud. Now, there was 
scarcely one ousted zarninddr among tire lessees. A change of Com¬ 
missioners took place, and the matter went up to tho Financial Com¬ 
missioner, who sanctioned, while disapproving of the cultivating 
leases. But he said: “No sale or transfer of proprietary' right is sanc¬ 
tioned.” On this tho Commissioner directed that leases conferring 
proprietary rights were to bo cancelled; and again that the nazaranu 
gUould be returned, and the lease should he purely for cultivation for 10 
years. Finally, tho Government recognized the proprietary right of the 
Nawab in all the waste land of Mamdot. Tim Deputy Commissioner 
cancelled the auction-sales, but did not cancel tho leases in the other 
cases. Indeed, a letter of the Commissioner distinctly refusing to 
sanction transfer of proprietary right was quoted as authority for 
making the squatters as proprietors of the “mauzahs.” At the present 
settlement, the Nawab instituted a number of suits to be declared 
proprietor of these blocks. Those suits wore decided on the principle 
that, as Government had acknowledged tho Nawab to be proprietor of 
the waste lands of Mamdot, and as the action of the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner in transfer ring this proprietary right had been repudiated, 
by his superiors, tho Navviib was entitled to a decree, unless tho 
occupants could show some valid title other than the Deputy 
Commissioner's lease, such as adverse possession beyond the period 
of limitation. It has since boon maintained that it is an error to 
suppose tile Commissioner and Financial Commissioner repudiated 
the Deputy Commissioner’s action. What they did say is clear; what 
they may have meant to say is quite another thing, However, 
in most cases the Nawab got decrees. But as it was manifestly 
unjust that people who, relying on tho proceedings of Government 
officials, anil trusting to its liberal intentions, had expended, 
considerable sums in bringing the land under cultivation, should be 

H 
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ejected or loft at the mercy of tho Nawab, the matter was referred to 
Government, as the manager of the jagir. The orders given, contained 
in Secretary to Government’s No. 981, dated 13th July 1872,to Secretary 
to the Financial Commissioner, amounted to this;—The occupants of 
the "mauzahs” were to be recorded sub-proprietors and to pay to the 
Nawab 15 per cent, on the jama as talukdari allowance. The pay¬ 
ment of extra cesses was to be proportionately divisible between the 
tfdukdar and the sub-proprietors. Where the terms of the original 
lease had not been fairly carried out, and the wastis largely exceeded 
the area under cultivation, a reasonable proportion of the waste was 
to be cut off and restored to the Nawab. As regards the chak sold by 
auction, the lessees were to be recorded hereditary tenants of the whole 
chak if they had improved largely ; and of the cultivated land with a 
reasonable proportion of waste, if the improvement had been moderate. 
Where the improvement was inconsiderable, they were liable to 
eviction, In the remaining 9 cases, tlie lessees were to be recorded sub- 
proprietors, subject to payment of 25 per cent, on the jama as tfiluk- 
dari allowance to the Nawab. The extra cesses were to bo paid in 
equal shares by them and him. Where the terms of location had 
been fairly fulfilled, the sub-proprietors were to retain the whole chak; 
where the fulfilment had been only partial, they wore to be allowed 
a reasonable amount of waste land in addition to their cultivation. 
Where the conditions had been altogether neglected, the grants were 
to be resumed. These orders, while securing substantial advantages 
to the Nawab, were most liberal to the lessees. It is difficult to say 
whether they or the Nawab had the least right to the land. These 
orders were carried out. Where the Nawab got any portion of the land 
of a chak, the revenue and cesses payable by him and the other occu- 
. pants were carefully recorded. The rent due from the hereditary 
tenants was also fixed. After considering the matter, the customary 
rate of 12 per cent, on the revenue over and above the jama and 
cesses, seemed a fair rent to allow ; although under the Tenancy Act 
a landlord seems entitled to no rent (in a district where cash-rents 
are unknown) from his hereditary tenants,—always assuming the 
Government revenue at one-half the net assets. Every effort was made 
to secure well defined boundaries, such as roads, the village boundary 
line, nullahs, &c., to the land made over to the Nawab. Houses, wells, 
tanks and other constructions wore retained by those who had made 
them. The lessees who were considered to have no rights were recorded 
as iron-hereditary tenants; and the N-awsvb was left to eject them, if 
he saw fit. The sub-proprietors were allowed an amount of waste land 
about equal to the area they had cultivated; the hereditary tenants 
got half that amount. 


112. Under Financial Commissioner’s Book Circular I of 1870, 
gardens and groves were exempted from 
Gardens and groves. assessment. The conditions laid down in 

para. 2 of the same circular have been entered in the settlement re¬ 
cord. There are eight plots along the Fazilka and Ferozepore road, 
containing each an approximate area of 7 acres, which had been already 
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reloaded from payment of revenue for the maintenance of road-side groves 
by order of Government. No interference with them took place. 

113. The settlement of Muktsar and Mamdot commenced in 

February 1868, under tho control of Mr. 
The settlement. Saunders, Settlement Officer of Lahore. Early 

in the hot weather, work was stopped, and tho Muktsar staff 
brought over to Chuni&n to revise the records of that tahsil. Work 
was not started again in Muktsar till December 1868. Towards the 
end of the Lahore settlement, in April 1869, Mr. Roe, Settlement Officer 
of Montgomery, was put in charge of Muktsar. He was relieved by 
me in August 1870. Work was completed in June 1S73. The measure¬ 
ments were brought to an end in January 1871. The attestation was 
delayed owing to the introduction of tho tasdlk khJtawar, and tho 
absence of the people, duo to bad seasons. It was completed in Septem¬ 
ber.1872. The jamas were brought out in January and February 
1873. Altogether the settlement lasted 4 years and 10 mouths. 

114. The cost of the settlement can be given only approximately. 

„ , , L . . The expenditure from imperial sources was 

Cost of the settlement. Ra . 63,291-6-5. But a considerable amount 

ought to be added on account of pay of tho Settlement Officers of Lahore 
and Montgomery and their offices. From miscellaneous fees, Its. 
21,429-6-8 were spent. The pay of tho patwans nmounted approxi¬ 
mately to Rs. 24,()l)U. So that the total cost of tho settlement has 
been about Rs. 1,08,721, exclusive of the Lahore and Montgomery 
charges. At the close of operations there remained a balance of Rs. 
9,264-8-11 ; so the net cost to Government has been Rs. 54,026-13-6. 

115. Mir Nisar Ali, Extra Assistant Settlement Officer, was 

„ . ._ attached to this settlement from April 1869 

to the close of operations. He occupied a 
situation where effective supervision by the officer in chargo of the 
settlement was always difficult aud often impossible; and where, owing 
to the presence of many influential persons, occasions requiring tact and 
probity might arise. These qualities he has displayed. The European 
officers with whom he has been brought into contact have always 
expressed a good opinion of him, while ho was very popular with the 

E eople of the country. He was active and diligent in the discharge of 
is duties. His only failing, with which 1 had at, timos to reproach 
him, was the common failing of all settlement officials—inacuracy. I 
have always felt that I could rely on Mir Nisar Ali. I hope that his 
merits will continue to receive the recognition they deserve. Alim- 
ullah served as Superintendent during the whole course of the settle¬ 
ment. He is a man well acquainted with his woi'k aud of decided 
ability. He has worked hard and well at Muktsar. He is still with 
me ;and I was glad to be able to recognize his services by recommending 
him for the Superintendentship of Rolitak, a post carrying with it 
an increase of pay. 

ROUTAK: 


} 


1 Ith January 1875 . 


W. E. PURSER, 

Settlement Officer. 



APPENDIX. 

Return showing business performed during the Revised Settlement of 
Parganna Muktsur and Regular Settlement of Jluka Mamdot, 
District Ferozepore. 


No. 

Description of suits. 

No. of 
j suits. 


A.— Obdinasy suits or eights. 


1 

Claim to inheritance under any other Law than Muhammadan 
and Hindu Law 

648 

2 

Suits to establish or contest the acts of Hindu widows 

2 

3 

Suits relating to mortgage 

34 

4 

Claim in right of Pre-emption 

0 

6 

Suits for partition of joint rights 

19 

C 

Suits regarding boundaries 

15 

7 

Suits for or relating to land not included in any of tlio foregoing 

29G 

8 

Suits relating to irrigation 

4 

9 

Total of (A) Ordinary suits for rights 


1 

B.— Bent suits and suits undku the Funtad Tenancy Act. 


10 

Suits under Section 5 , by tenants for right of occupancy 

198 

11 

Suits to establish right of occupancy under section 8, on other 
grounds than those mentioned in previous sections of the Act 

47 

12 

Suits under section 6, by land lords for rebuttal of presumptive 
right of occupancy 

34 


Carried over ... 

279 
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Return showing business 'performed —continued. 
























APPENDIX. 

Return showing business performed —concluded. 


No. 

Description of suits. 

No. of 
suits. 


C.— Eevehue cases, — concluded. 

Brought over ... 

3,007 

20 

Dikhdl kh&rij cases 

296 

27 

1 

fvlifit&wdr attestation 

369 

28 

Miscellaneous ; 

11,148 

29 

Total of (C.) Korenuo cases 

14,820 

30 

Total of ( A- B. and C.) cases 

16,413 

i 

31 ' 

Criminal cases 

1 

32 

Execution of Judicial cases 

240 

33 

Cases of appeal 

80 

34 

Total of Nos. 31 to 33 

321 

36 

Gband Total. 

16,734 


W. E. Purser, 

Settlement Officer, 
















